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132 1- copiea of HAGIIBTS · 180 loou copiea of IIAGRITS, all 
1a11pri81Ji& Noa. 148 to 279, t ifferent, ranging between Noa. 
aid incl•ing 3 Cbrhtu1 300 and 396, vith coven except 
bper -.bars with covera thr ee; includu 3 81.mper Noe. 
•cept adtl one, good condition; iGood condition. 
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ll61- copiee of HAGIIETS, camprhing 26 loose copiu Noa, 
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!ncladiJI& 6 Spechl Bmper Noa, Excellent condition, 
nth conn; very good condi· 1~ Offen requeeted for 
tion, ...U.ble for binding, one bound vol1Be of GEMS, cm-
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(except ••. 469 and 513) vith 1~ Offen reque1ted for eoven; acellent condition , 

one bound vol.-e of GEMS, CCID• 

lOI' 18 Offen re[Kated for prising 40 copies Noa, 459 to 

I ITTociee copiu o MAGNETS, all 498. 

t different ~ ranging between Noe, Good condition, 

202 and 2.99, vith covers, except Well uaed , 
few, llajority in reaeonable 

I 
s, condition. . 
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~r~l~~in'tC!(~~~~ ~~~~I ;:: 1~o~~tit .::r!"ti~!ckD>~t~~ en i!~~:.!r:~,C~lde 
mean. It' s becomt r11 a habit. 

Carly In the Gulde , I cac,e upon the following: •Unt11 recentlY the principal means 
or locomotion about the torm t or the general pUbllc was supplied by dtrterent systems or 
OU'llbuses , bl.It these have now to a great extent been supp lant ed by elec tri c trams , Mi ch 
are run b7 the corporation . Penny tare s are charged and In the near rutur e new routes 
are to be l aid dOffTl.1 (Well , that's .something quite new In announcements .) 

In cas e that announcement attracts you to Brl&hton to r a sn:ner holiday, you may be 
&lad to l earn that 'l1iE GRAND HOttL (f ac ing the sea) otrera •tull boarding t:ermsl' at • 10/6 
per dien:I'. 

Tbe Empir e Tbeatre presents a •U~tnlng prograame• (tlbat ever that ts) every evening 
at 7. )0 . Prices trom 4d to one gu in ea. There ts a Butr et and Silver Or lll • t n the Div e 
under tbe Ezlptra". (And there was slll.y little us thinki ng that a •dive• was something 
quit e newl) 

The Edent ffi.eat.re ls the most popu lar ln tl'le town. It l a electrlcally llt , and 1S 
the onlY' theatre tn Brigh t on wher e st:10ktng ts allowed. Prices 6a to two gutneas. 

It you t ee l lik e a ride tn a Hackney C&rrtag e , ther e are tour types ltcenced In 
Brighton , viz: First- cla ss carriages . drstm by one horse , ond carryln,& tour adUlts. 
Second-class carrtagea dnnm by one horse and carrying two a.ctults.. Thtrd-elass carriages, 
dr8M1 by hand, and o&rTylng one actult. (Sh&des or Singapore) . Fourtl'r-cl ass can-tages. 
Clrann by one .or 

1

more.1oa t s , .. and ,,C8lT1ln& .. a . chlld .. or 
1

two .. ehlldren • .,,,so ,tl'lere•s .. no . need , t.o , 
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be tnact.he tn Br l&hton. 

The woman al wa,a pays - n en In Brt'°'ton. HIN are the c.barsea tor b&thln& 11&chlne1 
-,. 1ch e.re plenttrul all al«. tbt ~lerr,td beactu For '"'tr7 Lady' occupying a Hachtne 
ror less than halC-8.D*hOW'.- 9d. ror n er, Centleaan oewpy1,- •• ei.c • • 64. for nery 
eddl tlonal halt-hoUr or portion thereof •• 6d. Chlldrffl under 1 '4 ( It more than one bathe 
at tbe saiie tlm& rrom om machlne) each •• 6d. (tt tt•a not an tlllllOdest rema.rk , "' 
ShoulCl.' t th i nk the l ad les blld meta or their ball -hour lert t,y the time tbey had wr 
dr essed and re--drun d. ) 

t t ycu send plenty or card• lltlll e ycu are on holldaY JOU 1CIY' be &lad to know that 
the last post goes rroai the G. P.O. at 10 p.m. Let t ers posted no l ater tban !J. 30 wi ll be 
delivered In London by 9 p.m. th e same evenl n,. OUr poatal 1ervtcet are womertul. 

The London , Brighton , m::I South Coaat Rallwq Ml done llleb to tnCN&ae the ~ 
tarti.y ot BrlJhton by Its ucellent and ~let tra i n aentces . The ran -, stat ion, 
tllucl nat.ed at night by el ectri c Jtlht, Is ret:arded u one or the ttneat tenn:tnt cut or 
t.he tieu·opolls. (So dcn1 t mlH lff ln& th e rail-, atatton Ir It' a st ill there when 1ou 
arr ln . ) 

Brighton, to be viewed tn all It s alorr , lbcluld bt sea, between t.bree and tot.a'" 
o'clock on a tin e aft ernoon 1n the hel&ht ot Utt fuhlonable aeuon. which luta rrom 
J.ugust to Decemer . The Eaplanade bu been ll.1l ed th e • Rott en R°" or the South•. 

It will be profitabl e to ,pend a halr~ a t DeTll ' a Dyke, trm tbt sua:iJt ot ...,lch 
can be seen rorty mllea or the Weald or Suaau , one ot the i&Nftdtst Tl.s tn the wor ld . 
flle cable Railway II a dist inct nOTelt;J, 12\e cars or lllblc:h• IUlpenOed on a cable , pass 
over the nlley between two or th e h l&beat hllll. Bel~ onl,1 Si at lee trom Brlahton, It 
la: not a rattautna; walk to Devl111 Dyke, It th e l1.a:ltcr 1, 10 Incl ined, but wauonet t es 
and chaNbanca nm a trequent N rTlee. 

And on the book at.al.la you Cd'I WY - ,t.a.t? The Boyt a Pr-terd? Pluck7 The tlaMel? 
'nle V81'l1UB!"d? Chi ps? Comte CUU? 

The dat e or t.bts Gulde to Brllhton? \.:ell , lt•a not ,1.,er,.. BU.t reference ts made 
to a census of 1901, so It t s later than 1901. But In the li st of &DJtement hotues, 

\haN Are -no ctnuea. so 
It 1111t be - 11lbat -

ef!ei Qll~li'.e ... ; ~~-; -·: ?.~]f~~~::-1 
I,:. ~;:-t·:· f:'--i~' · mrown .. \ :~':" OOI ond !1a(oet 
11 ~,t \ j'1

1 
• • f, ... b : r,:,.~ . By the way, we•ve 

~ .,....:i , / ·• I) ~ ~~ • been to Brighton mey 
:,• ~e ;·~ ..... r~r/ \. \ 4' , ~ Jl'l t i mes, tlUt never baYt 

'. \·f-''j ~ ' ~ \.' "' ~ ? ·· ~ seen tile Eden Theatre n ·& ,, ';) ,: : t E ;lE:~::~1:~.r 
\ ~( · 7f '-· 1 

1 (!.·-: ,.J., • 4i ' "'~ -: t ell us? 
I ' • ( ,: • . 

11AMWE:8£t1'~.= l <IS-:.,, ~ )J ~. . , ~{ to hBTe narte<I l ta l tre 
I'(...._ _,,, r':.. ,1;, ~ "" tn 1905, wu a Ye"l"J 

j ".l' .· . .. ~· ... \"'-.\ .~ .', :r '-(... 'j ,.,.(c popular cm.le pa.per In 
I "'.;: ·, :: .. '-· ' I _2 , ... ., ~ ~·f;" . ~ ..._: <t\ \ Its da.Y. it th e ti• 
, ..li..!-. ___ .. --- • _; _ .• _ _ __ -- _ _ ot our cover repr'OCNC-

1----- --~-. -... -.. " ,, tton, tollrar'ds the enc2 

j , _ ..... . : .. ·:: : \: ~: .. :: • · •·· • • ~::..r!:1:r!!.~· 
·------ .. - ... --- ·---·.. • Tbe rtreri,-~ 
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oma.1&amted with tt. •Cheutul Ch&rlt • ~ . p ictured below(le tc.) w•• one or th e most 

dellghttul character• tn the Butterny. 
TflC DClJ8I.E a:HJYRT: We Shall be mark.Ina. th• occuton of th e 200t.h t11ue or the Dt&est 

by a -,uy -,.cla l nutllbff . Wat.ch out t or particular• u the day• get longer and wa.naer. 

'IRE ODD BOOO ODD PAPER 

~ - ~!!O!~ 

1111: IDITOR 

In then oays o r CUIDOth C1Jlt.l1l1Uon publll:hlnc; merger, , tt 11 hard to concehe 

that with i n our cwm urettmea men coold rtae t o t ame and artluenc e ln Fleet Strut troei 

an tnttlal cap ital 11..0lted to abtltty and IJll)Udence . JolYI Casse ll, a r e formed dnlnken 

carpenter , not unknoMl tn tbe dock, Pf"OINased through spc,uttrc on ~eto t al pl oUorms to 

tncl.lctnc a ben ign cap l '4llat. to finance a pr t ntlna ..i publ18btnc bUstnu, . By c.he um 

the capltall:a. te&lln& SODe\ltlat. l eu benign , had IOld up our hero and takEn a C20 ,CXX> 

loss t n the pnx.eas , Casse ll had so publlctaed ht 1111eU by K i cking hta nacie on hla every 

prodUctton (•Cassell' s f'mll.Y 11.agaztne-, et.e.) that other back.era accepted h i e ancl b~ 

hlmesstrc his \D:loUbted ablllttes t.o th• putilllhln, side and keept.ng him away fl"Oll1 U'le 

eaJlt-box and ledgua they laJd the foundation or the creai. pu.blUb t.nc house that today' 

produces th t Bunter Books. 
It had been clearJ.y dcmonatroted by 1880 that ~one could r eallY competo w1Ul Edillln 

J . Brett. 1n the boys' rl ctt onal ft tld . Brett ,ma notorlou .sl)' mean Jn his PaYDenta to 

autho rs, but Cusell n<M eaai, up wlth a really brUllant Idea for undercu.tttnc eTm EcMtn 

J. - a paper that would cut nothtnc t.o produce bar the paper and pr tnttnc: . Tea , one 

IUb-edttor, ~ with t he wte lr.'S JOUl"Mla, sets,or1, paste and a COOl)lcw oontflq>t for 

otba- peopl e• s copyr ight, anct ht hacl all tbot ..u necessary to put out • The Boy.t:• 

N(:Wlp~ . 
No. 1 appeare<I on 15th Beptftlber, 1880, with a11teen 1~ x 1CJI paces , clo se l)' pr tn tod 

ln triple eoluc:ns and without lllustrar.t ona. Sutt.able l t.4lea cUlled rrca tile weU •• newa

pap(:ra wer. reltned onlY by an article on rtrn• a ld ond one on sport , • potted blOIJ"'BPhY 

of James OUt ro.m, ODCI Nports o f publtc school and unlnrslty fPQrtlna nents . The Editor 

laid ft down that ony atory appear ing would be a true one . lt was qutt o compet ent , lt 

wa• good vntu e for a PCMY'· · ··· but l 
The publtlbers D18t bav e ! lillt there -.s a •Wt' also , becaJ:se In No. li a slncl~pa.a: • 

St\~ story sneaked In, uns111u1<2 and with a headllnt no btaaer tbO.n f.he chess col ucn • s , to 

be followed by sltlller shorts In Nos. 7 , 10 and 11. Between Nos. 15 Md 16 , Cosaoll put 

out •The Htller and His tten'I , a spec i al Christ.ms NUClber, u.c c llcntJ.y Illustrated o.na, 
with e,ny otht' r heac:Una, htghly cca:::iendable. Undir that Utl e , hfflever , lt ..as an ln-it . .o.· 

ting , eatet¥i enn.J' 3'11ndle . It wu not, u the WWta.ry purchl.S-O:r would taaglJ'le , th e f81:JOUa 

blood or even o. re-working or lt , but a collectton o r tales told Oecc.eron r alhton b7 a 

aroup or bays stranded tn a ::till dw-lna; a SlOW'storm. The first long aerial began ln No. 

17, •In the Klng t s Nome' , whJch. was also unsigned but , lik e th e preeed ln« short. a , l'll8 by 

Gt«1.e tton•llle FeM . The paper Ulen plodded on until No. 34, llb!:n ltl purcbllse by 

tt-. w. J . Jna.r,u::i or 7b Pleet Street ms announced . 
nits 1~ be&an lif e as o pro'f l nclal ne,,a.aaent , aJ:IOOl l'lhose sld~Une1 1'1D8 an 

agency t or th e then- famous HollOWQ1's PU l 1. Followtna a row with Holloway• about his 

percent.a.a • or profit , be got a local cha:il st to make htz:. up a batch or tuott Yee wtil cll • 

by a rar e stroke or scntus , ho named •Old Po.n-1 s Lit e P llld'. The 111dlo.nds, be t nc 

constipated mentall.1 •• •11 aa physi cally , wo.s enchan ted wlU!. the lci>lled Id ea o r a r ew 

sixpenny bo:tes not onl.1 cur i ng tu disorder but prolonatna Its Ut e to 152 Into the 

barga in. I t •alloted both th e actvertlstng and. th e plllS with auch rutto that "It.bin a 

re.. )'ears tn,.raci. ..na In London , wlU'l su! tl c lent caati to l ndUllt his publlah t ng a1ptro.t lon1 

by bu)'lng • The 1 llust.rateo t.onoon New ... 
TbeN two oddities wen bound to Mtt, but I ha'N been .. ~,!_e to ucertatn "1.at 



tndUCe<I lr\11'11,Q to dabble In 1 The BoJs • Nenpaperl. n. clearest proof that I t •• not 
a case or Cassell sell1n& th e novice a •pup• lies tn the tact f.bat l'le lm::::iedlateJ.y t>eaan 
' The 8o7s• lllustra.ted New,e ... a cour.se that Ircru, wltb the resource, or ' The I..L.H. • 
beh i nd hi e, c<.ttld 'N!f7 well h.n'e followed tor blc:seir. AnYwO:r, ' Thi Bc7•' Newspa ~ 
m.l$t !'lave been aucce.sstul enough to attrnct Old P~• • pal , and sutrlct entl)' so to e-0n
vlnce Cassell that hta cr t glnal l dta au worth pc:rsulng. 

Whl:n No. 35 oweartd, Incrnc had brt&htened U. up untll It wu lndlat l ngulahab l t 
rroc. • Boy1 or En&land' or 'The Boyar Stand4rd". •ror the Glory er i.l'K! School; by a Publto 
School 8of'I was pr"CIXlted to the tront COT er, Wb.lch 'lll8a 8domcd by a halt• page cut ot a 
ton:i-rooa r i ot . There wen eight pages of fiction , well lllustrotOd, and th o ualtll 
features. The Initial · !1)18.lh soon receded : tho tlet l on was cut. d<Mrl and th e Inside 
111Uttratlons dropped to t wo a wedc, cost or them • I th a dt si. l ncU.,1 seccnd-hand lock about 
tbea, as tr they hod been OlC \q, troa th e 1 Illu atrated London H~ o:,rcuc . Prectlc aJJy 
\.Ile t nl.f U.ei:1 ot no'-t In tho pe.per• s remtn tng oonth a or ltte wa., the utra Suor.er N\m'ber 
In AUgust, 1 HODI tor the Hollcl!y'9 , 24 pq es tor a penflJ', with stor i es by Pc:ul Blake , 
&.1wl!lnl .t. Norton, Horace Lennol"d, Jteppel Brl er]J' 8lld Lucien Wolt1:1. l t had alao tho 
earliest ruu - pq e adnrtlacnent J have nen In a boya• m&, one by E. Hoses and Son ot 
Nlnorlea: cm Ald&ate , the pi oneers or slop eloth l na and notor i ous !JIIJOOt,., shop. TheN ,ea 
none or t.ht uaial uperloentlrc •Ith content s m romet ca:mon In a l cklY papen: • The 
Boy,, Nenspapere 1tci,l)' ci-ttted peace tul1Y to It s erw:l tn No. 78, havln,& CUtUved •The 
Beyl ' I llustra «.cd Ned by ab weeks. 

Specul aUrc ~ amng pai,ers or equal Derlt aoa rallOd and other s tl ourl,bcd ts 
u.aMillY m unprotstoblt pur111.1lt: " Ith •The aoy, 1 Hewapai,ere there ts not.bing to specu
lat e oboUt. CUsell at the outset can oniy have a bled a t a mclesi soeces.s , mde pc,u lble 
t, lO'II' pf'OO..lctl on co.st,. Junlcr egg-head s are abt3ya wl tll ua , bl.It not In ai.ttletent 
fore • to ca lncaln t.helr Qlr-;n joumcl . 'The Soys1 Newspepet"' wu cbvl ou11Y one Rttteh 'IIIOUld 
tt bough t L2£ boys an::I not~ t hee, ni Cassell 1s stolid , 1._,t!b rron t paae WCIUld 
lnsplr e paren tl al oontldcnee In Its' lq,rovtng • qualiti es . W?tlle Uw Interior reoa l ned 
mch as It wo.1, Incr a=i•a cocpetlt lve end lc tto.tt n eh.one• or coYer deff ro)'ed this te cllna , 
Re prodUeecl a m-brld, ::nd aueh thtnaa DN noiortou s]J' st er il e. Llke that other h1brld, 
\bl Cllle , 'The Boya• N(twape,per" had neither pride ot ancestry ncr hope or pos«.er l tY. 

W UBIWUAlti RUK>RIST8? 
According c.o press Nport s , th e llbror lsn or St . Pancras baa banned WUllao , Blggl cs 

and Nodd1 troa U'le M't'ffl llbrorl es Urw:ler his oont.r'Ol. Re Ul.11*1 th e stories are ba.dl.J 
,rltten md do not aitaaktt a child ' s tma tnatl on. Does he af1Jdc3er to think or aodem 
you.th, arte r tis nlgh«.l.y dose or HI end YlolMet on television, betnc eorn,pttd by the 
herOU 1fflO ban bEtn lo•ed by 1eneratlon, or 10Unf;sters md ocallU7 

1 t would be Interesting to know just 'flhlcl'I ator l u this Ubrc.rt M does deem a.il«..lble 
t or th t juvenil e reader• ot St. Pane.re.a. 

§jWjt 3 bound YoluDes (1st, 2nd a Jrd ne.r ) n. WBr In Pl ctuNs. Aa new. Orr ~. 
ATKHf, 9 NALTBT LAH£, B.ARTON~ . 

2 d:~~ ~-Ll= ;::;.:c;i;: ~e-sr::r'~~~·;.<st. rrenk•s on11>. 
~ ?11.0ICl'S Nos. 829, 873, 876, fIT1, 882, 884, 888. S.0.L' a. No.,. 6o 4nd 68. 

Dr. R. WlUD{, 100, BROCltF'tELD ROAD, Cl.ASC(:M N,1. 

pwm; Cf .uprp: OW-lea Chu-ch i ll ' s adclrell 1, ROI 72, sctml8ROOK RD .. 
CXJUlmllS WWI, EXEnl!, 

~ Magnets Nos. 1190-1209 (Incl.) 1212, 1303.t'Y:n,1317- 1350 (Incl . ) 14'1 ,1510,1526. 
R. W. RI~ , 'l"CUl:RTR JI.MM B01Bt Bam., IXlQ.l8 RO'l>, TCI.Wat'JR, stMBltat,lUUU:T . 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
dance• l What anyt)ody con 
se e l n t.beo 1 Cdn•t think. 
rtD soys th q ore t earfully 
OglJ' co_.-e<! with the 
oancea abe u.ed to do llben 
ahe ~ yc,una . tun ~ 

U\ey just wri ggl e and shek e nowadays. It tsawo nd er they don tt put t heir sp i nes ou t of 
tocus. Ot courae, Doug soys abet I olo- tashtonod. 

The l a c.est er3%e ls the Tanao . EYen th e restaurants o.re runn ing 1"an&o Teas. 
'ftlere•s a new aong out called • Tbe Span llll"d Wbo Bllghted rr:, LU C- . Dod sey s h e m.aat be 
the mon who lnYcnt ed t.he T«1go. 

rhe Gem tbU aa'ltb, and tour ot t hee were r1pptng. t dld not care mch ror the 
ftrst one •T he Sch ool.bey In tormer4 tn whi ch Jack Bl:W.e found out tb.'.lt hll cou.stn, Bob 
Collins, ma secre tlY ot RYtcmt>e Or"OZll:3Ql" School . It ,es a dlll story . 

But tl'lc nu t wea , •o •.t.rey the Sutr reg ta t • ms a ~ wttb thta ts.sue they 
start ed a new St. Jla's Portr&lt Oo.ll ery, beg1M1ng wt th. the TerTlbl e three , butt.hoy 
put Hanners • na.oe dONl os Ceorgc , "hen lt' s real ty Harry . In a l e.t er I ssue they gave 
Kerr n.s f'renk , but h i s rea l noc e l s George Pre.net s . 

1TOD Men")' ' s DlscoYer"Y' Md • The St . J 1m• s Ad'lenturcr8" were spl end id trav e l 
st ori es . Tom .saved the U t e of a tral'I cal led l18rCo F'rul o , encl hC bDd th e plM of o 
trcesure on on ts land ln the J.clrlattc Sea . So Tom t1e"7 and co went w Ven i ce , and t$ 
tbe end or th e soco nd atocy they found th e tre asure . 

•Th e Strlk ~ at st . J tm• tfll was fwv1y'. Towser CM.aed tbe Rend , and he waa so ann07 ed 
lhot he bMnod all pet.a. So the boys went on st rl t.e . 

It " as qult e gOOd to eo bock to school t or tb e sim:ier t em a t the st.art o r th e 
rx>nth. 1 t 1 s the crtcJc et tel"D - Md l l ove c r ick et. TheJ $.:f I• ve got to wotit nry l'erd 
o.., l i:,.ts.sed a l ot or tlcie l.aat te rm with r:ry chtcken pox. 

DOU& doean • t llk e crick et. OJC.h. R• eays tennis ts bener. Wbst rot s l earn thN~ 
penc e a. week by t agg i ng balls f or h ie MCI Wobbly Oef"nqnt wt\en they pl.OY teMts. I t'• 
an ord eal, but ti bUY• 1CD1 books . Love tltt oen , 1on t.hlr ty , lo n torty - l ov~, 
they mke me sp ll t 'lilT s ides • 

.tcctdentall.y 1 spilt a. bott l e ot lnk on r Doug' a t eM ta shoe s , arr1 he was 
petrttted . He sold he .. 111 haTe me up bef ore nr. curtl s Bennett, th e new Chl e t 
Het ropo lt tnn l't8&l strat e . So I Sl id • Deucel• Re gra.bbC<l ae md spanked me, and yelled 
• AdYM.t.nge st rl ker4 . He• s an 8"t\l l brute . . 

Mr. LJndaey gave ce t hlt l at.eat Union J eck Milich contaJna a si.ory co.li ed •The Case 
ot the Sutt ra.get.t e Ra td,.• It was qutu u.c ttlng, al l about a crook ~ed Cnr l ae , bUt 
Sextoo Bloke la a bit. odV'tlnced tor me • . I sold lt to Doug tor a Mlrpenny . 

In tb e middl e ot th e montb I 1rent with N\%1 to the R.B.S. f'lcwrer 8~ at Chels eo., 
and we sn QJ.ec n U exo.nara who '11116.S v1s lttng t t c.hat day. l n the eTentng we ciet Dad , 
and he t.ook U3 to fll e Cr it er i on Thellt.re t o se e th e new N!'l'Ue •eti, I ~ , 'Mich Md 
J acee Wel ch as t he st.lr . It was nt ce , except that ae&bod7 danced th e Tanao . You can•t 
get owa,y rrom tt. 

By th e ,e,y, when r:ry GrancbOthe r and Aunt ie Gwen went home , att er they v t a tted us 
:i.t Easter , Gr en ea.Te ae n ha lt ~ o.nd Aw,tt e Gwen aa• o me thNl epence a.nd her best 
wl ahes t or a t ern ot ho.rd wor1'. ot school. So I' ve been tn turd s for a 1*1U e. 

I bouitlt Hua n ccpy ot .lnswonLtbrery Whi ch conta ined o story c.1l.led •The C>rehlct
Rimter • s Doughte ... , lllustr3t.ed by H. 11. Lewis . The Aery was'by A. P. 061"lnnd , and 
11.1::1 aat d lt "81 a ll about a g lrl 1llllO f ought to san her father's honoW". 

I Md a copy ot Puck, which wo.s Qlllte good . There l s a c ircu s ser i al In It ca lled 
•Twt'*le th e Lt t tl e St.er"-, Md Dou& roared Whon he cOllght oe reading tt . He• s tit en 
cn U Jng at TWlnkl e en r s i nc e. Soac t1 1:1es bo t a dreadrully st mercol. 

Dou& tre at ed htmsolt c.o t wo cop t ea ot t.he Boya• Friend :,c, Llbr1U'7. One conta i ned 
•t>ecp s ea Goldi t,y Reg tnatd ~. It taed to be a aerial In th e Om. The o ther waa 
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'The Gre,u Hlnl ng S"lnclle•, a """ 
ftOl'1 or Sexton Blake versus a 
crfcJnal called Dr. Huxton RyDer. 
fheY never t ell you 'ffl.o M"ltes the 
&ext.on Blake stori es . I wonder 
.ti)', 

Hrs .. 0' 0YlY Carc.e h&s just died. 
. She and her Wsband , R lehard 
o•<>yl.Y Carte, prodUced the c tlbert 

' and G~l~Mtll or:r:; Hagnet . I 

did not cere a lot f<lr the Urs t 
stoJ7 •rrtars ver~ Saints' , 
thOU,gh u . "8.S a cricket t ale . 
tfle second stClry or the IDOnth was 
•Stancllf¥ by Sktnner-i.. A boy 
naced sumer hod been expelled 
tram c:reyr-·tars a long tlce ego, 
and he t ried to persuod e th e HeOO 
to tak e hie back .. At the end or 
the ta l e he "81 success ful . 

• Pet~r foddl s Chance' was a 
kt OO or sequel to last contht s 
' The I cposstb l e F'~ . Todd.Y got 
his °"'1 baclt on Loder, and tben 
wrned up for a li cki ng, wearing 
a sui t or EI'ClOO?'. 

•wun Lung' s Secre t• Ml& very 
..elrd. He was goi ng to the Anchor 
l nn at Pegg and s:::oktng opium wt r.h 
a Chinese seaann there . the last 
tale or the oonth was •Hold i ng 
the fort •, tn "1tc h Penfold ' s 
rather , the village cobbler, was 
t.o be sold up for debt . He was 
S3.Ved by Lord Hs&1leverer. 

The serla l • twice Round th e 
Globe" has just fi ni shed In t.he 
'.1!1gnet , and a new one b:y S idney 
Drew, called •ttyste r la' , has j ust 
started . 

At tb e end or tM oonth Doug 
took tie to the Iq,erl a l Bel"f'lces 
txh1b l tl<ln at &arl • s Court. There 
Rere l ot s or tx><:tel nnval .ships , 
and a codel or the King' s yach t 
•vt ctorla and J..lbert • . 

The Derby ts run on the 4th of 
next txinth , aoo Doug says he 

IAtfOCIII t o put s ixpence on Tango Prince . Goodness on].y knows'fllhet 11artln Cl l ttord 1'0\lld 
thlM: about me It he knew CU' brother did th ings like th.lt. ------- ----- --- - --- - - - --- -.... ---.. ------ --- ----
~ SALE S! ggJ .U!}E - tl.:igneta, Gee.,, Nelson Lees , B.r .L . 1 s .o.i. . , Union Jacks , etc . 
en.1 ft:A'lr wants U su .. 
~ LAf , 52 OAJQ.EJCE C~ , .• lfi~ , ,~.l.OfroN, ~N•20• - ............ , ... , .... ,_,.,..,,..,,,.,,,..,.,.,.,, .... 
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( Conducted by JACK. \IOOD) 

? _ ~~ -~ -~! by W. ~·- G! ~!~ 
"It was sugges ted some time ugo , in an o.rticle , t hnt llanMorth was 

a bully , " I sai d mildly t o the edito r. 
"11:lndforth 11 bully? " he roared , in 11 voice ranini sc ent of Edward 

Oswald himself , and bru,ging his fis t on the t abl e. ''llever l He was 
obatimte , Q8gl'essive, OJ>:! a bit of a buffoon - but never a bully . 
should !mow, for I was chief aub-edi tor of th e NELSON LEE LIBRARY fo r 
m:iny years OJ>:! I personally re ad every story E. S . Brooks ever wrote . 
And jolly good t he tales were , too - I came to l ove the ch=c t ers and 
th e stories just as much a.a th e re aders did . " 

And tint was my most vivid impression of severol r econ t meetings 
with n forme r chief sub-e di to r of the Library - when much fresh infonna
tion was gleaned which I hope t o impart to readers of this column from 
time to time . Al thou8h in the psst I ha ve cont acted two former ed1 tors 
of the NELroN LEE LIBRARY (afte r Haro ld May r etir ed in 1928) both were 
rather dis a ppointing from the point of view tha t neithe r remanbered 
much cl>out their short editorship. Then an editor friend mentioned a 
colleague who was for some years on the LIBRARY itself and when I 
contacted him I f'ound the results most rewarding . 

One of the firs t qu estions I put to him was one which bas never 
been satisfactorily answered from any quarter . Did EDWY S&IJILES BROOKS 
write .fil the stories in the NELSON LEE LIBRARY featuring St . Fronk ' s? 
!low it is perfectly true tha t Mr. Brooks bas sts t ed , in the pos t, tha t 
he did do s o; and m:.ny older r eaders will remember the gre:,t controv e rsy 
in early 1957 Collectors' Digests when Mr. Fred Gordon Cook clru.med to 
have writt en 9ome for the Library . Thes e were not named, however , and 
it was geoorally f el t that he was mis t aken ,md tha t t hey must hnve 
appeared in th e BOY' S RF.AIM, where subs t itut e St . Frank ' s stories did 
appear . 

Now the :inswer I go t fro m the editor was thet certainly Mr. Brooks 
wrot e :oll t ho stories w)4ch a ppeared during his t enn of of fice 
( a.11.ll;?'Oximntelx . ..1926-12;9.L but as he l e ft th e NEUION LEE LIBRARY .to .. .§0 .... 
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on '!HE RA!!GER he could not soy for cort.un ldult bllppened ofter t bllt 
dat e. However, ho proo,ised to finl. out what he could from official 
roccrds - in the hope of settling this lll)'Stery once and for all . 

I ll!II most pleased to be able to say tha t these records proved 
corx:l usively tbllt E. s. BOOCKS di d, in fact , write every single story 
which appeared in the l!EI3:)N LEE LIBIARY foaturing St . Fronk ' s, fran 
Uo. 112 onwards. However, othe r st orie s were speci!Uly ccmni.ssionod 
fra:i other writers , to be used in tho event of Hr. Brooks failing to 
sul:m. t copy through illness or o:rw other cnuse. These stories vere 
written by the following authors : Fred Gordon Cook, E, J . Murray, 
Bo.J.tour Ritchie . 

~rding Mr. Cook, I feel th.'.lt sooe sort of apology is due to 
him ! ran those re nders \/ho believed h1J:, to hllve laid cl aim to work he 
did not do. Official records prove that he ~ vri te these stories 
and t hllt they were not used elsewhero, as sane re.!lders my have assumed. 

E, J , Murray ws , of course , better known as Sydney Drew - who 
wrote some splenl.id school stories of his own creation in the early 
do,ys, To many \/ho mil,ht not be fll!:liliar with the name of BALFOUR 
IU'll:HIE, he was EDITOR of the famous OOYS' FRI!llD LimARY, and I must 
confess thnt although I knew the nano well I did not know thnt he hnd 
vr1 tten stories before . Revelatio n of his n.::ime, however, bri ngs for
word a very interesting point : 

It was recently cy good fortune 1xl obt3l.n for Mrs, Ross Story the 
rare copy of the OOYS' ffiI!llD LillRARY J,o. 633 ent itled 'fflE IOOL OF ST. 
FRAIIKS, llrs , Story was quite fim in her belief thnt E, S, BROOKS did 
not write this story , claiming thot it contained words aJ>l. i:nrnses 
which BOOCKS h:ld never been kno,m 1x, employ in o.ny of his previous 
work. The following i s taken as on emn pl e and it would be i nte resting 
t o see if ony othe r LEE fans share her opinio n. 

"Oh, Gerroff , Gorroff l " cried McClur e, "We ' re not i n our study 
now, Owl Look out , Thnt ' s rzy rotten head. " 

ll'1ndy hnd not been able to pull himself up in ti.me, He was big 
ond brawey. He hrul crnshed in1xl McClure Md the latte r hnd been 
knocked up O&!>,inst the hord brick wall of tho dool'W!ly, It 1ms a case 
of McCl ure versus tho brick wall and the brick wnll won, McCl ure 
received a nasty blow on the back of the head, It my lnve been 
cowardly on the JXlrl of the brick wall , but if it did not apologise , 
it certainly did not run away, There ...,,. nothing of a funk about 
that brick wnll , 

"Ow, ,zy headl " yelle d McClure, nnd cl asped his untidy thatch of 
hair vi th his ril,ht hand. 



~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~-~U. 
(Mrs . St ory sta t es that she does not r ... anber thn t Brooks ever used 

the exprossion ' Gerroff ' nt any previous time; and that the ' humour ' ot 
th e brick vall was 1111.lch too l aboured for E.S . B. ) 

Upon reference to th e title it was found that this sto ry was 

"Specially writt en by the nuthor of the Nipper nt St . Fr:ink 1s Stories 

now appearing in th e NEISJN LEE LIBRARY, gssisted by the Editor ot the 

BOYS FRIEND LIBRARY. " One could ass ume from this that Brooks supplied 

tho plot ani th:lt t he editor {BALFOUR RIT<:BIE) vrot e the nctuD.l story . 

In closing wha t I hope may bo only t he first of many =ticles 

giving new insid e facts of the NE:!.SON LEE LIBRARY, I feel that r eaders 

of these poJW.Zll' s tori es should feel proud ind eed to knov that KINY 

SEARLE:l BROOKS did wrl te them all - and that he kept faith and schedule 

with the editors concerned . To tho se readers who , in t he l'1Bt few 

years , have writt en to me claiming toot Brocics did not wri to s uch 

sto ri es as "Snints Versus Friars" (2nd Nev Series 4}) ; ''Glu tto n nnd 

Goo.lkeeper " (2nd Nev Seri es }7) and "Tho Mystery Goalkseper " (Old 

Seri es 497) , I cnn only say that oven t he best nuthors have t hoir "off" 

periods ond it is generolly accepted thnt BROOl(S I wri ting in l a ter 

years locked the dis t inctio n and enthusi asm ot those golden years of 

tho T-wentiea. * * * • * 

•Look, • tr ,• aa,p ed Spllnter. Re point ed n lhllky ringer at tbe <IOor'. 1'r6ckett Ort o 

spun round tnd ate.Nd . A hcrrtb l t race waa peer ing round th e ltntel , arx1 Trsck ott <irt ci 

t.odt a to wlth his Nvolnr Md wo.a e.boUt to pull th e trigg er , ,li en S l r !13kehan ~ Iver 

gne a yell . 
•Look out , YoU us , he 's on}y th e tutler&• roered the bal'Onet . •Don•t shoot h i e , or 

wC! ahan' t hAYt ur::, dsnnen • 
Tho prtc ecUng 11 an enra et rroc •The S tgn o r The Scarlet Bhadowl 1 a story or Track ett. 

Orie Mc1 Splint.er , mppoaeclly 'Nf'ltten by &dwe.rd 08"flld Rendt orth 1 b.lt ln real i ty t rom tbl 

ptn ot that tu::iourtst f'.dlo" Searl es Brooke. 
I' n been lau&hlna once ara at tht.N runny ato rl e s which app~ In the •Lee • d' 

•st .. f'r.Ylk', Hagaztnes tToD tt m t.o ttm . 
Here are sooe zxr e ext racta tha t ~ ceus e a , .., chJdclH -
•As Crlo ccma oppoa lte L.yon.s• corner House, he Mlted abrupt ly. 4 aavoury odour hlt 

hie om.ldshlpa 8Dd be l8dlY H ncled the coppers In hU tl"OUaen pocket. 1'hen he abook hU 

heed end cont inued ht• .oarch tor c lues. He ,sas on the cradt o r a Harri s ' sau.saa• Shop. • 

• Trac&ett Crtci hal.Wd , all his tnattncts on ti re . 61:d.e ••et'I cam out or ht l chest , 

but this waa because he had put ht a pip e lnt.o hta breast pocke t. £v en l'f\en 'lrtldt ett 

Crl ci• s tnstJncts were al l o.!l Nt, he dl eln•t actuall.1 burn.• 
• T'raekett Grim llt .nother ptpe . MnOJnc. the old m e to hta vts tt OI". Tbeae U tt l o 

acta ot e.ourt eq weN never l oat on Grl c.1 • cllenta .• 
••t ac Professor Sk.o.tcy , • 90td the vlalt.or . •11r Skatty Konopl.e.ne la 90 wonderfUl , 

lt wtll win the grea t rac e to-morrow. • 
•Not the t..o,--;thtrty? • o.lclost shouted Grin. • I thOU.8ht Ool d Braid waa a cert.a. In 

antp ,,. 
•n.e cli ent l ooted rotnd tor on eaq ch..1l r t o 1lnk tnt.o , but oot aee l ng one . s at 
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down on a 304P"'b0x. 
·~ noa la Theophtlu 1 ~ lcicn e , I ac tHltng tutted by two Chinese Tong1, 1 

•Ah, a palr or t.ona•t• .a id Trackl tt Crtc. 
•Jnd tti lt l:IOnllng, Nr. Crlc' aatd his Tl s tior , IJ JIU branded • ltb a pou r1n 

•tractett Crlc ,c-,enchtd open the door or a ts rat.-elau coqm"tllm t arxt thq all 

t,1,nUld In. Tht QllnHt TOl'lpll 1llfarced on the pl&ttorc , bnlnd lllhtne tnlTes, anutttng 

thttr ~ th with htlpleH re,ge . 
P<lT the1 bk! only thlrd- clus tl oket a end. bet ort t he)' could co and dWlg t tbac , the 

U"al ll: bed ,:one.• 

WJU,1111 S:.0. Otf TflLVlSIQH 

tr the prt1ent aerlu or Wllllac pl eyle ts on s.s.c. telnt st on cnkea a. CMt ravour

abll !r.p-eNlon thM: t he pN"Ytous 1trlu It 1S beta11e Denis Ct ltlort mu a a::irt 

ecmtndng Wlll t tc tlWl his predecessor . Up to tbt tt~ or golnc '° press U\1 roll°" trw 

pla,l ets M¥t bten prts entea: Will.UH nu: PE.IJJ21,00ll (lw'ch )()th) ; Vl W .AN AJI> 1KE 

LlfflE GIRL (April 6th); WILLIAN /JI) 111& 111Rll: WM (April l)th) ; WILLIAN /JI) 111& 

SLl:&Pllll 111,JOf! (April 20th ), 
.Ul aN ldeptat lona t l"QCI at orlu by Rlcm.,J Croc:ptoa, but au, 10 rar u the ir 

, tt eet on us cou , sadly loct the Joyou, sparkle or the ori ginal stort u . 

~: - s .oJ. . la , t:e1son Lee No. 1)0 (ol d aerl 11). Tour pric e pai d t or a .OJ.'• , 
Nelson Leu , Cec:.s tnd Ho.gnets ror uetwig e only. WOUld Ukt to oomsponc, wtth a 

Nader lldlo 11 Int erested In lJ:U ru:bera ot s .. O.L. , N.t.., Gm Gl'd ruicnet. 

MIAH 8CLt , !RJTJSH Dt!,ASST, RET!OAVIK, lcn..L"IJ. 

tOOUJ.L !DITl(»J Of' 1 fll'E wro&JOCJUm or F'IW« Rlawlal• - 251-. Packed wi th l ntere1 tl na 

Nading and fJNl1 faac lnatl rw picture s , "Ith a lq aapplecent on Charl e, Rsi.ll t on'• work 

by &rle rayne. Obtainab l e t ree 8J'f!I bockabop er direct trcm Coll ect.ors ' Dtaut Offic e. 

The Edit-or or c.o. will mil the eut obt~ to any IC):1ren In the world . 

--------. ------. -------------------------------------------·-----
~: Good 100,a coplH er bound wluoes eonta l nt.._ o,ry or tht t ollowSr:w ... tw.CNCfS 

~. 1.}1 to 1li9 tnelu11n , 195, 205, m , ~ ' 2J9, m , 318, 319, 353, tm. 417, 

1'22, 921, 92.4, 925, 938, 9li0, ~ . 943, 9(;6, 916, 951, 965, 967, 988, 996. Nolt Issue, 
between 821 :ind 890, 900. CD'S - o:i,ny 1,-.,es between !,oo md 500. Hon, ISS1G1 

betwee11 800 Gnd 879. J.llo number• 9}S, 953, 95lf, 956, ~5, 980, 985, 989, 990, 992, 9}}, 

998, 1129, 1150, 9134. POPI.URS - 183, 190, Jl O, JBS, '96, !62, l.65, tt,6, '-74. 
Adnrttser hoa ecq,leta ,et, or cec , 11.'.11n•t mi Popular tiut needs aC1Q1 good replacment 

eopt H bet cn Ml'ln& UMl binding 1ltOrt a«ll. 

. -~ -. ----------------------------------... --______ ,.._ .... ______ ..., __ _ 
NApt.J.18 AM> !lliSEJW w.ymp: 1 ban dupllute N.lgneU Md earl¥ Popul&rl tor acbare t 
- or will !UY. 

J . TiffE, IJ , aiwtl C IWJAD, Nr. au.tPSAU., KAH(){l3tD, a. 

l'!: OU> CJNlalE INN 

If we oon• t Nstore our bectbone b7 lbowln& a ,tt t t upper lip , our l ut l ee• wtll 

prob&bl1 It.an ua tn w rac., . 
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lXl YOU R»ID IBER? By ROGER M. .nmrn!S 

No. 43 - School boys• Own Library No, 76 - "Thp Fighting Fonn-!ol<lster" 
I once ask ed Charl es llomilton why he l'ESIIOVed Mr. Bootl es f:rom th e 

Rookwood scene aft er such a long innings . He r epli ed that the Amalgn
m:ited Pre ss were a fraid that Mr. Bootl es might get confus ed with Bum\Y 
Bootl e s , t he f a t boy of St. Kit' s . Thi s ans wer, th ough undou btedly 
accurate, wo.s rath er unsati s f actory , as St . Kit 1 s never became at all 
well-known, and readers were hardly likely t o confuse a boy with a 
m:ister . I suspect that Fl eetw ay House f anc ied that Mr. Bootles was too 
ol d-fashi oned, like Alonzo Todd who di s appeared ub out the same time . 
Be this as it mlJ//, however , Mr. Bootles certainly did loove Rookwood, 
about half -wey through that S '1gtll this is a useful gui de for detennin
ing the nge of any reprinted Rookwood s tory - i£ it footures Mr. Bootl e s , 
i t i s one of the older ones . We were told tha t Mr. Bootl es had 
inh erited a fortune and decided to gi ve up schoolteuching , but in my 
opinion hi s gm.n vas our loss . I always Md a soft spot fo r Mr. Bootle s o 

The first half of Schoolboys ' Own No. 75 conta:ins an account of 
hi s immedia te successor, a Mr. Cutts . Readers vho ure familiar with 
Ch.'.lrles 11:imilton • s fomnes s for type - nwnes will not need to be told 
th'1t J.lr . Cutts was a littl e free with t he cane , and hi s stcy a t Rookwood 
was bri ef . He was succeed ed by ru-. Richard fulton, vho remaine d as 
Fourth - fora master until th e Rookwood stori e s ended . 

The Fi s tical Four first sav Mr. ful ton fighting for a purs e of 
fifty guineas a t the Sunbury Ring. They hnd to cycle twe nty mile s over 
th e downs to re ach Sunbury , and my guess i s that Bunbury st:mds not for 
Banbury but Newbury, imich i s th e right di s tanc e f:rom Rookwood' s 
pro bab l e lo ca tion in the North-East of !lnmpshir e , and the topogro]'.ily i s 
not al t ogeth er inc onsi s t ent eith er . (Mr. Gill ' s re,n8J.'ks about Charl es 
Hamilt on I s boyhood having bee n spent in th e Berks hir e downland lll'<l r<>-

inf orced by this . ) 
Richard fulton was , of course , th e counterpart (con t' d. page 15) •• 

r ''" '" """' ' - ''"'" "_,,_,,. ,,.,.,.,.,,..,.,,._,.,,,,,,..,, _ ,,,,,,,...,, .. ,..,..,,.,,.,,.,..,.,.,.., ,.,.,,,-. ...... ..,.,..,,,,,,..,,.,,..,,_, m,_,, .,.,,_,,__, 
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of L;irry Lruicell os of Greyfrinrs , whose earlier arriv ru. was lnter 

r oprinted under th e Sllllle ti tl o in the Schoolboys I Own Libro.ry - "The 

Fighting Foxm-Mllster" . 'lbeir introductions to their r espective 

s chools vore ve ry s imilar . Each rendered " service to tho hendm88tor , 

ns 11 result of which the unsnvoury post was forgQtten . 'lbe Rookvood 

version certainly wins on the score of eheer ent ertaim cnt . An old 

boy came b.'.lclc to horsowhip tho hoadmnst er , ruli only Mr. Dru.ton was 

offecti ve in preventing the threatenod indignity . 

Dicky Dal ton w:,s a bright l1nd breezy young mo.n of twenty - ti ve who 

moko a striking contros t with the othor prominent mid .U<>-<>ged manbors 

of Dr. Chisholm ' s stllff . Bo was keen and penetrating , 11 symbol of 

th e now 088 after the firs t World War. a.it I am pervers e . I would 

rothc r r ecd about the shy , hosi tilting , lovable Mr. Bootles ot ney t:IJDe. 

Let's Be Controversial 
~ nlE Ylf!,L SP.uuc 

ThroUghoUt the ure ot the Nagnet Charl es HamtU.on pNs cnt ed ' reader S .. o t the paper 

wt th fJ~l.a H atcrtes - class i cs or their cype. Tal es or achool li t e , or tales ot 
achoolboy actrenture . H ls style chanaec:2 as the year s tl..oM<I by, but his eoci,etcn ee never 

'r.U"led. Then wu pe:rbSpl no singl e nar ln aw paper's e:rtateoce wtUx:Jut aomth l lll 

outatand t ng t n 1to rles - soce Cllleat.one . 
l have nn er dt.sgut Nd rry opinion that Charle• Hamilton waa o.t thi pW. ot hl a 

power s between, roughly , the year, 1927 Md 1934. Those l nt ormdl ato 71ar1 ero notab le , 

not onl.7 tor the IUddcn \CIIUl"'K• to QU...tllty but ror the rer:witable oonatst eney he 

C10l nto tned . 
Yrca 1934 cni,::i,rda t bl coci,e tme e wna a.lWDY• rrlden t , but the chArD luaened. 

The Vtt.DJ. Spark WU tiUatn, . 
It I t seu:,s tbat I c sugguttna: that socw dotw toratlon t ook plac e, Ulat 

det er l orot t on l s onl)t ev iden t In coll:l)nrlson wtth Ch.l.rlea Ha.mtlton • s OM1 work. I rt rely 

b6U ove that tr be had wltten noth l rc but the aer i es ot tbe later tto,&net, be would 

atlll be th e ,orld •s greo t est writ er ot school stori es. 
Tbe Yltal Sperk ma otas t ng - or at l eut dtCClld - bUt tblN weN aleo chang e • . 

The aer t es bee.a a ram>er ot tal u , all al.mon ca::pl ete In tbto.selYu , In whJcb t he 

bealc plot ...,. not dn eloped. In th e Carter se rl ea , Carr.er wUhed to dl .:redtt Bunt.er , 

Md H eh Sto r'7 tc l d bOw ht tri ed some U-lck end foJled. TTecq wanted to leave Ony

tr t o.ra , arxt each sto ry t old how he t.r l ed to trtng It about and t ailed , The lncUv l du.al 

stor i es were t:r:ccllent , but tbt anm:.tnc on one U'8mt week atte:r • eat tmo1vec1 tho rt* 

ot tedium. 
The Carter Nrl es was looa el.y bn.Nd on th e On costa acrtH , but h::M dttteren t t he 

two aer ies wen, The pl ot ot the D4 Costa aer t u unfolded and developed , wttb emat.1~ 

atr:iosphere or th e cr i ck et ten::i ; we ao.w th e Bf"OdW).l. change t n the chorocte r o r Da Costa 

under th e 11pell or c:rey r rtar a , the lllholt giant tal e wortttng i., to a mognUlcent olloax. 

~ Cort.er aer ies was st ati c tbrou&hout, 
J.. re3dtr could plclr. up and be quite aatlatted wtth Or\Y' one atot7 or tbt Corter 

aer i es . But anyone read i ng one t e.l e In th e c:ilddl e or Ula Da Co.st.a serlH would not be 
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s.aus:led until he discovered what had gone bet oN! liR1 Yhat e.ice nft Er. 

In nha t Roger Jenkln.s ht-3 so rlght].y terce d the Colden Age or t he Magnet, Charl es 
ij5:1Jltcn llfl"Ote wt th ease and obTlou.s per:,omil enj oyment. t!.agnetl c ehan:3 flo,red 
wi.,c.s.sln&l)' tn tbe n orte s . flw ,n-l tt:r seemed t o have no care In the worl a. 

1 think the swrtes ot the la t er tl.e.gnet were l ess erto rtl ess . ta It posslb l e that 
,choOl s tori es In g<:nera.l "ere l os ing sooe or the i r popul arit y, Md BOI:le anxi ety tOUM 

1u ~ in t.o the wtbort s dM? Or ,es he gettlng a trltl e weary or a 11 reuoe " lt h 
,:::bOol st.or1eS7 1 think both pos.slb tll tles are unl l ke)y . l t could be, or ccurs e, t hat 
edit ori al poltcy now NqJ. l red the cy;,e or seri es In Mll ch each story ms c:cre or l ess 
cctl) l et e tn It self . But that wruld s till le aTe ~rutn aspects or the cattcr uneJPl.alncd. 

Ju,t 111t1,y ,es that Vita l Spart l ost.? I t se em to ce that the.re t s an obvloos 
cxpl.aMtl OO. 

The edit.or or the ~et. once sa id that a panel or an thc.u.&ht out baste .sb leton 
pl ots ftllch were aumlt.tecl to the author to be 1'1"ltUn 1.:.P In to stories. There t s nothtng 
bellttlt ~ t o t!r. Hac.llton tn tht s . These pl ot s weuld han been nothi ng wtt h::tlt the 

~1~: :,:r~1!::tk~t~~~ thBu~ !~togt:!~e:~;~~t~1:1~ :~~ ~ 
a..bcUt the plo t quest ton , eoul d pcur all hta sktll, chan:I: and t mg lnatlon into hi s ,rt ting . 

I n rq optnton there t s no doutt a t al l that tht.s penel exis ted tor a long tloe, tor 
coo:xu, .. .sense t ell s us t.Mt It 02st riave done. Ue kno11·, m J:8.Ml'el at , Charles H&l:ltlton•s 
enorJlOIJ.3 tr11ek1Y out~t . OUr m1nda boggle at the ctudge.cy at t he typewrit er , day dter 
oa, , week o.tur week, )'tar atter year . Just 'lflY d id he conclem hlm,,e lt to this ltte ot 
Slavery at the lt6Chlne7 Was 1 t fer the ttnanc tal reward? Or was ft the dedication of 
a mn Inspi red? Whatever the re ason, we were the l ucky ones. We reaped the harvest of 
ht s labOUr. 

t eootend tha t his eru,rmous outpUt, com>lned wtth QU&ltt.J, wctJ.lCI ba.ve been a sheer 
tJ:l)Osstblltt.y 1t he had been ot,Uged to tblM. ~ all his plo t s as well as wrtte bis 
.spleOOtd sto ri es, Even th e !!,)St &ltt ed triter hB3 to pau.se 'flhtl e he t hinks out hts 
pl ots. And we know that Charle s Hm ll ton never paused , 

I belleYe that tn the l ater year s or u,e 11.a.gnet th e panel $Ylt -em tor SUDPlYlng a 
~port i on ot the pl ot s ,ea abanooned, poss ibly at the autbor 1a °"" wtah. Did be then 
haTc to S!WlY all hi s OJm plot s round l'dll eh to weaw ht a st 0l'l es7 Was thlll the reaaon 
~ a pl ot lbleh wOUld haTe been eoYeNd In two or thre e s tori es tn earlier ttoes ,es 
now spre ad out to grea t l ength In the la ter Kagnet ,o that 50Cle sertea onrst.ared thel r 

~e~=1.t: s~
1:00"r :,~~.u:~ ~~ r=1~org!e~1:::/~~~~np!~:"a,':1~ .. , 

makl "G them la.st as l ong as poss i ble , cw gift ed .,..tter l ost a littl e ot that Vital 
Spart, 

Nowhere was the ~ e m:ire eTldent than In the travtl seri es , fhe South Sea.s 
seri es or 19J7 ha:1 l ts llKJ3ent a: or gre atn ess , bUt tt ls s:al l beer when pla eed beside the 
~lier Booth Seas series " Ith tts tr::pecc.abl e atmsphere , tt.s plot dn elopment , ax! t.he 
gene ral cb8lU ot Its wrltl r}8. Let us place the Texas Ser les ot 1937 bes ide the China 
Si r les J t we have any doubt that sane det er tore tloo tock pl ace. 

The r.ost Til' Jd contro.st can be aeen betr.een the Vi ctor Cleen stories ( t he l ast 
serle a: which Charles HWlton wrot e tor 1'.be Oen '11lt11 19)9}, and the Stlveraon Serles . 
I n the Clen e 9irles • tlnd SCIOOt.h pl ot deTelopcoent , superb ebarae ter work atld au:mer 
ter.n atoosphert , lll th ecm lnct ne dlalOiUe , all beautl tullY can-Jed In tour perfec t 
school stories. the Sllverscn Serles, with no plc,t denlopc:,ent at all , b&Sed on en ol d 
t hece, Jerk ed 1'100 ju::ped tree one story to another , all bas lea.U,1 th e sa.ce, tor &e'FM
teen week!:. 

1 enJ01e<1 the snversca Serl es , the tnd1Y10l41 stor ies being lll!'ttten wt t.h untatuna 
eor::Qet enee. But It t s .srel,1 Jt1>0Slllble not to see that the Sll n.r aon Serles lacked 
that scce th lng ... that Vi tal Spark ~ which th e Vletcir Cl een aeries possessed . 

It• s just 1:11' point ol vte,i\ Whet'• t<)Ur'S? • 
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CONTROVERSIAL ro!OES 

»o, 65: ffl£ fOU\ H<!!§PP! 

~rani~T3o:ia. 1: ~:r::i t;~~t~!~:~~~ ::;~~ ~/!~:e0~::er:1= 
to leratE: nn trllOQUlst.s and 1Cl)eraonotors , bUt t or sooe reason or othe r I cannot ab t de 
stor l u about 1TCD Herr.ft s Week l.Y". I think 1 t aust be because they were all the same 
- socie eobarrassln.g insert.t on , put In by trickery, ~lch l end:ed the ed it ors In the :soup. 
I am also strongly ever;,e to stor i es about pets, especially Ponao and Tow.ser, perbapa 
ago.In beca use the rumour or these tales was so stereo type:t. Fi nallY , I hear- tt}Jr dta,. 
Uke type-n ames; Ni ss Bunn, the baker's daUgh ter (~ oc Mauleverer t ell In l ove with), 
and 11r. Ttper, the prin te r of RYlC<llilbe, ore obvtrus exaq,les. ?'Ir'. Sands , the grocer , 
ls not so bl atan t an eXlllq)le unless one recalls the hab it or citx l ng sugar with sand to 
t:13ke It go further. The ae type- naties ar e h3llOl'fed ln etghtecnt.h century literature b:,r 
Fieldi ng and hi s successors, but to oe they always struck such a discordant note tha t 
they seecied to bring the st.ortes dOll'n to the l eve l ot a c~lc atrJ p. 

~~fa: sto :;t~~ so~ ~~=~ t~ : ,
1 
t e~~rn~~ 1:•b~~~ ern~: =~~. ~~· ~ 1 

"'tch are entirely devot ed t.o ragg ing. l do not like all sport ing stories but, turn i ng 
up lust tn ttce to save the 1M l~s at ter soce hat r- rotslng adventures en route ts QUl te 
another m t ter. The best Creyrr1ars atorles tor ce Involved a st.orm OTer Pegg ~ or 
tbe le:q l apptnc or th e r tve.r tn aD?Elel"' t lme. At st. Jto•s 1 pre f erred tbe atron.ger 
oeat ln a.ich ehcrac ter1 o., out.rem, Talbot ard Captain Nelllsh . I like them au really . 

~;ke~outh:Z-:e~~i~1: ::r:~e 0~~!r:.;~a:, 1i>cw~~~~~~1
:e;~t~ 

been . 8oth escapades appealed to us as boya because we 11:)uld have loved to be ab l e to 
do t.he same tht~. I l ove cQ11,t>oya, and d l dn•t mind t he !IChool COl'4>o)t. I preferred 
Wtldrake t o Buck F1M. t liked Kit t n Ul.e Bloor Ire.a.a s tory, and , ot course , the Rogue 
Rockstro'W ser t ea . I also enjoyed the brter vtstt or Tex.as Lt dc. l n the RookwoOd aaaa. 

1:l ~ r= :~!!1:r:s r:·th~c: ~!s,: 1~ ~~ctJ~~
0:::r!:·:a~i!r•s 

ventrlloqutso, and It persists even to thl s ClaY". Wtbl eyts t apersonatton s , to a lesser 
extent , never appea 1ec, ~ Stron& Alonzo I try he.rd to forget wu en r pu.bll8he<1. I 
lll:l convinced tha t Chilrl u Kmtlton wwld have been even c.nre successf'Ul wtthw:t hla 
ventr ll oquts t, tr:::per.sonstor , aupermn aehoolboy, or hy'pnottst, but an occulon.i l otss tns 
he i r hBd at l east t.he l'lrtu e ot authenttetty. 

~: You han ey n m !llppo rt In th e Cl8.tt.er or •cowbey 1 scholars - or tor that 
cnt ter cowboys or any k i nd , tbe Rio kid included. tty l ove ts a school story, 8J\d the 
school sto ry ,ms Hacillt on1 s met ier, not outl awe<t COffl>Ql'& nor South Seaa actventure r a nor 
luvenlle vagabonds. The c l sstng hei r them has, 1 think , provided si:xoe good serie s but 
I did not like the •Alonzo the Creatt ser i es a t au . It served to ret:l.lnd ce tbat 
CNytriars was tlctt on and dlswrbed a long sequence or pl ea.sent dreacia. Bunter aa a 
ventr ll oqutst ts stil l wtt hl n the real.cl or poaslb lllt)' and hDa always been acceptab l e to 

""· 
No1 §4: ET TU 8RllfE (Further views) 

~: I am prepared to read "lt h enlo)'llent any new odffnture of the ol d •& eo r s.• 
If you ore taking a poll ror or aga in.st •Lat e Sw:mer Poll.J'9 , you 1!¢1 pu t me down on tha: 
U st. as FOR. Ir Y'OU have ano ther ltst whi ch says Yea Ol" MaY t o Slad e, you may tnclllde 
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a tn tho 11 mo HI YEA. In otbtr words, 1d'Mrl your mthar Cindi tl ce to ln• ent anouw.r 
ah'Ent.url ~nvolTtn1 'Nf1 ot our t avourtte ol d IChool a or or at 11 rep t llly e•t.tlrc the 

ta ,ourtte l&I acbool (Sl ide) , lbtn t EY t nc~e hlm wttb a nt oe Cl.Cl ot t u , a sUmt 

~ #lth a 1,;Jp_.tur, and uu ht• to go Wad . 

~m fJD1UfG: I read tbt C<q)anlcn Paptr1 rqularlJ u a rounaster , and 61"1TS a, 
cruY tnteNn 1184 tn a good •t.orJ. l cen.a 1n1,y was not cnacem tna enough w dtatlngutm 

bffW"'l Prank Uc:bardl end a U writ.a" , 1 Na.J.l aed wi., tb2t Rlcb!ln1s and Cllrtorcl 

.-re ont and tbt 12Dt, bU.t l as not reall7 Interest ed In Wt &ll)eet, 1bt ru1 

cr tur lM., tbe qua.l it¥ or thl atol7 . So, o:ire pow1r to 1wr elbow, and l tt u..s ban 
r:rr"I ca.ceotl Uk e ' Late SUmer Foll7' , 

~ tale!!ncertlJ ~ tha.t •i.au 8\.ailCJ' f ol.11' -111 not be tbe t ut or our 

' ~.NA=\ ~~~~d~~ 80~e=~U:~'~r.:S w,:~~t~i\~ =~ ~,. 
a;trenUlr'tl tn th11 IXldem age . Jt t s snld t hat collec ti ng ooUtJ.ataau tal l Into t wo 

~u!.. r: ~~·~i:C: u:• 1lbO Jun lon thl ola ICboola ana 

• ..\ , ,_., No han:i. ean bt t al.l our cuch lov ed Ha=Uton &cbools Md t,oya U they en 

~7 on eipert a fmcaif1 Clr'ICI bel i eves In thE;I. a, CIJCh aa Charlt1 Hci1lton ere.r 
did . That 1, Che Nu:ln 1'b,J' 'Latt SU::u:r f'oU,- _. IUdl a gna t IUCCUS and ., ffl'1 

eojant,le . fbe Dtgu t and J.rnlal 1rt boUt N!CIU'kable , ff"1 tbe roca.111 ~tclu art 

moat 1nUN1tt qi: m>d tnrormtt n , bUt T ahoys reel tht1 hlTe an IOOed sp.'Jrkle td'leneTe:

o. H~ tltcn or o Buddle "'"nt.urt cppeors. 

~~~'!a~~;;-~~~!~ :i~ t~u,~a;~ ~or ~:ro~~ 
~~ otSo::t:~:;/~~~== t~e ob,:C:~~!1!: !:e~~~ , 
1tct' IH or U. •Lett: S\a:J::llr Fol.l.Y9 tYJ)e. t enJayed tt tc:aenseJy, 800 J ?q,t JOU t1011•t 

bt ~ to deQ1 u.a U11 plMll.n ot N"thtr stor tu or this c&llbn . 

yroc:,i~ O\Grl U Re.c.tlton'• llt~rk ls cwr>lete, uwJ o. 11tC1¥1errul CMOn It Is. 
t a to be the 1arsut ClltpUt or ill'\Y ltnolirl ,..tter. What M utroordtnar,, 

&1utt.orV"' IN guil ty or wben nen thi s 11111 not do tor us. What a c:u:rlou1 ooq, l11:1ent 

we paf hie bJ lcag lntng tm t l:h• awntte cm be sa tlJtl ed when W 111Clc 11 &1111,-. 

It tt C5I bt ,e td t h.it others ~ - PlY thf mgtc thctl wa contradict ourwlns: tbtJ 

CM't , ot courae, not tnn the best or thea.. tn genenl I a.a oppoaed to any atteq,t t.o 

•3dd9 to the HWltonlan canon , and reel "' lhi::ltld N1 l 1t as atl'ong].y as poa,Jbl t 3lf1 

aaaes thm or itJb,UJtit nc • 'b.efl' !mt.tr bocc1 b7 81t1 other band . 

?f1!1W!~~ ~.a;: ~i1~ :-Ito~ ~~:t~ :~ ~:~r a ~ ... ~~. 
do not llk1 the Idea, Cbt7 ~ not read l 

POINT OF VIEII 

BtltHt reader, MIU E. 11aaoverw, uhdl us an ln ttru t.l~ l e t ter In which lht 

aakes tht rollcwJnc C!Oailnt: 
• 1 c.h1nk Fra:ii. Richards-, Jealous or Pentdow . Rt ntfff" eentloned Pllt DtlareJ 

~~~-~~--~~.~~ 

'! 
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Conducted by JOSEl'HINE PACKMAII, ,!/ , Archcble Road , 

East Mwich London S,E,22, 

HENRI GARROCK - "THE SNAKE" 

By li , O. G, Lofts 

Page 19 

When Derek Adley =-nd I jointly canpiled a revi3ed Sexton Blake 

nuthor ' s Who13 Who in the 1959 C. D, Annunl , wo m:i.do tho folloving 

s tntement in roear<I to t ho authentic infom.'.ltion ,?ibll she d up to that 

d:ite •••• 
"Only in the event of an early UNION JACK official. list coming to 

light do we feel th a t we could add to it . It is , however , our opinion 

that should s uch n list cane to band it rill reve:il maey mor e at 

present unknown au tho rs." 
Now, although no such list has been brough t to li ght - am it is 

doubtful if one over will - it '"'s with pleasure that we recently 

discovered the identity of severnl eo.rly UNIOII JACK Bl"1<e writ ers , 

thu.s confilllling our sta t ement . 
One of the biffost mysteri es regarding the early U.J . Blnko 

stori es has been tho nuthor who penned the Henri Gc.rrock ( •n. o Sn.,!co") 

series . J os i o PaclanM has raised the quas tion sev era l times in 

Blo.Jd.aro, and so I :im glnd tint I can now answer the quostion . 

The Henri Garrock st ories were written by a cle rgyman, the Rev . 

Herbert Escott Inmrui. Thus, we have n new Illlme to add to th e huge 

b3lld of Blake wri tors, :ind it i s no wonder that many of the experts 

could not id entify the style of writing and were ba.ffled o.s to the 

identity of the autho r . 
At tho present moment I do not know a lot nbout th e Rev. H. 

Escott Iman ; he certainly wrote for other Amnlenmoted Preas publi cn 

tions such as the DREAmOUGBT and BOY I S FRIEND LIBRARY ( 1s t seri es), 

but his greatest claim to fame is tl>Clt he wrote 40 bound Fairy stories , 

:md :ilso s ome school tales . 
Hero are details of the Henri Gnrrock series: 

U. J . ilo . 524, dnted 25 . 10 . 191} , THE 'l'RilL OF THE S!IAKE 
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U.J. No. 5'ZI, dated 15. 11.1913, WON BY A SHORT HEAD 
U.J . No. 532, dated 20.1 2.1913, fflE CASE OF THE PErROL SUBSTITUTE 
U,J. No. 539 , dated 7. 2. 19141 TIIB SIIABE'S FANG 
u.J. No. 542, dated 28. 2.1914, '!!IE CASE OF THE PEWl'ffi CANDLE

STICK 

ARGU1'1ffiT ON 11ARGUMEt11'11 By llALTIR WEBB 

Ernie Carter' s cooments on those enthusiasts whom he refers to as 
the "so c:Uled" experts in connecti on with certain s tories which have 
been the subject of conjecture in both llnmiltonia and Blaldann should 
not be al l owed to go unchallenged . 

Of cours e i t is recognised that the official SBL List wos a 
scoop fo r Blaldnnn and that it s compilation and ultimate publi cation 
in the column wos something thnt reflec t ed creditab ly on both parti es 
concerned. As a work of reference it is inv o.luable, and, being 
practi cal l y one hwldred per cent accura t e, can be ref erred to with 
the utmost confidence . This is freely admitted. 

But - and this fact has to be fac ed - th ere i s one solit,u,y 
instance where a mistake has been made in recording . This is the 
substitut i on of th e !lll:lle of E. S. Brooks for w. Murrey Groydon in 
No, 5 of the First Seri es , an error on th e part of an A.P. Elllployee 
thet was doubtl ess spotted befo re payment to Brooks was made but 
probably overlooked when a correcti on should have been made for the 
records. 

Erni e Garter ' s r easo n for Brooks being accepted as the author 
"alth ough the styl e is not his" ( to use his own words) is rath er 
remartable , as , afte r stat ing that the s tyl e of writing i s Graydon'•, 
thereby admitting that t he l a tt er must have bean the author , he yet 
refus es to acknowledge thi s on th e ass\JDption that it might have been 
a jo int eff ort and t he cash div ided . In thi s event Brooks mus t be 
accepted as the auth or. Well, if you argue on t hese lin es you mi8ht 
as well credi t Stanton Hope with the Rio Kid yarns , since, acc ording 
to Bill Loft s , Hope gave Charles Hamilton help in their preparation 
and t he l at t er merely wrote theml 

It is all very well to r eprove tJ,.oso contributors who have taken 
up the pen and have had t he courage to make an assunption or to have 
express ed a theory, subsequent ly discovered incorrect , and t hen to 
calmly sey that an error if discovered in the official r ecords must 
be acce pted as fact. In other words, we are being asked to acknowledge 
a prin t ed untruth - obviously uni nt ent i onaJ,;>f course - , as }he truth, 

•, 

' .. , 
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and an author deprived of the credit of a story he went to great pains 
to write . I disagree emphatically on the principle that credit must 
always go to th e author who writes the story and that such assumptions 
as joint authorship and cash divi s ions be disregarded until some sort 
of foundation is discovered on which to base them . 

I am also rather puzzled at the statement that the A. P. would 
only pay for worlc subni tted once , not twice, and then Stanton Hope ' s 
admission to the writ e r that he was the only author on the A. P . staff 
who got paid for the same work twic e ! 

Erni e asks whether I doubt the existence of L. H. Brooks at al l ? 
Well , since the author has long since ceased to exist, I do , of 
course, but I understand what he means and must point out that I 
divulged his death in tragic ci r cumstances in an article i:ubl ished in 
the C. D. a long time ago , after reading an account of it in the NEWS 
OF THE WORLD, so I had no r eason t o read Bill Loft s ' article p.tblished 
a year or so l ater to discover this . 

I r emain qui t i> convinced that the SBL stories bearing the name 
of L. H. Brooks were actually written by his brother Edwy, although in 
this case the entries in the official list should be allowed to stand 
since th e sto ries were obviously t endered by L .H . and editor Len Pratt 
had no alternative but to acc ept them as his work . On the other hand, 
if Ed.WY presented the stories and used his brother ' s name this would 
autanatical.ly make L.H. a nom~e-plume of :Edwy' s , and, s inc e 't,hese 
have appeared in records before , the official list wouldbe correct. 

I have no disagreement with Ernie Cart er on the Andrew Murra y 
question , and whilst, on th e evidence of the writing, I cannot believe 
that this author actually wrote the two SBL's credited to him, there 
is no concret e evidence to suggest that he did not , and I agree that 
the ent ries should stand . Erni e mentions 1924 as the year of the 
au thor's death, but he is a little out here, for Andrew Murray was 
still a.live when th e second of · the two SBL stories was i:ublished in 
November 1928 , although extremely ill mentally . He passed away three 
weeks later at Epsom, ~ed only 48 . 

In conc l usion , a little point her e needs clearing up . It has 
been mentioned before that Murray ' s real name wns ANDREW NICHOLAS 
MURRAY. He was clearly the author of the famous Carlac , Kew, and 
Lawle ss yarns in both SBL and UJ. Ye t he is referred to as Geoffrey 
Andrew Murray in th e li s t of Soxton Bloke au th ors in the AIINUAL. 

In view of th e fact that many collectors rely on these lists for 
th eir information, mey one enquire on what grounds this infom a tion 
was based? 
..... - ................ ,. .................................................. _ ........ , ................. ,. ............................. ,,._, .. ,, ....... ,. .. n., ........................... , ...... ,,,, .... ,. ....... .,,, 



'l'HE ACTOR DETECTIVE - AND O!'Hffi EARLY UNION JACKS 

B;y D, J , ADLEY 

Wbtn Walter Webb clJtlkenl,y Pl"taad tbat Al'ltbony Juan Sktne - the radio anCI 8CJ"lpt 

.. uu , was Che MDI' pcraon u the f'Nlcus 80:tcn s1u: , writ.ff' Ind c:f"'Ntor of itnlt.h the 

Albino , be hid Ult &ood spc:na.n.thtp to .tl l t U.t bl bid z,e-, In trr0r . 
I aa sure thlt Wa1"1', 'lltlen ht Nads t.hta aritclt , "111 accept tbe lnrormtlon u 

ortlelal nen thou&h It rather OClllll cta wtth SO:Dt or the lntormtlon Wt he p n In 
bll ei-ttc l e tn the 1~ c. o. AlnJal , •sexton Blake and tbt problm or t.he Nl11lna 
Autbo~ . Thi tntormatton I l l'ft btlow la 100,S. oo?Teet as lll'lcMn In the orrtelal A.P. 

"""""· U..J. No. 111 1 Tbt J.ctcr OtttctlYt" Ind U.J . No. 1"7 1 f'ootll&ht f'&?CU"ltfll ' wtn 

boUl 111rttr.en by ,rant HC9911 Cftlll - wh> penned Dini' stortu tor imlpmted PNU Ud. 

Wider the pen-n:1111 or •J.c.t.erley oa...it• 11110stl7 or a tbea.trteal natUN. I can Mll .., 
NOlld>tr how pleUed Herbert Ltckenby wu aom 11ars eco ,NI) It was proved tha t 

Atharle, Daunt was f'. H. &wns, and not .lr tb.lr s. Hardy, flho wo wrote or the ,;q, 
and ...., In ft¢t an actor at one tlm hlmleU. 1 

This CIOH tbaNfOrt clew" u;, c.bt IUt.hor.lhlp 117,i.vy and ntlu cut. .Utn:d a&mard 

1n this tMtane t 
Re&ardltW anotber autllor' mentlon«s t,y Walt.er , ns:eu Alee o. Peanion , 1 can ,1.-. 

proof tha t he...,. the ai:tbor or U.J. No. 113 'Thi PoA Otrte , Dettcttn • butt g,1.,t 
dl tpel tb8 theory that he alao ,rote \.llder the name or td&u P tcktr lnc. 

'rbls Is a t alM lir.pr,esslon t cr Ed&ar Plcktr lnc ,na U\e rta l nta1 ot an ent lrel.y 
dlrttnnt m.itbor and did In tact write U.J . 127 'The Noc.or' Detecttvt• and I tmderatand 

ht -. quite prollt l c. 
ror UM bent rt t or th)se 'll!ho .... tnt.eN1ted In .aehcrs ot tbl u.r . I ban the 

ottlclal lntormtlM as to .sntru other stor lts u tolloms: 

11S In Double DIIQllse -- W• N. OfWdoo lh A1 a t lJ.o)"ds ·- --------" • C. NUrray 

U.S Suton BUke In O'llc.ago_ W. 11. Graydon ' 396 The Derby WIMer ---A . C. ftlrra;y 

16S Fin rear, Atttr --- "· Ii. ONYtlon i ~ The PUbltlhera Btc:ret - W. K. Ortldon 
190 T!>e StocO Exd>ln&t . 16} The Dlaa>nd Dncon ----'l , H, T_, 

Detect In • c . tl.rre,J 506 Thi &r-Colfflct• 1 StcNt --A . ~ 

23!, tut an:1 West ---- W. 11.. CNydon 512 Thi: Ttllow 8phtt1Z ---C . R. Te«I 
}59 SUt()O Blat t TllTltorlal-A. . c. l'l!rra.Y 519 Tht White l't&nOarln. ___ o. K. Ttld 

t shall bt contacting QI' tnron:ient 8@:a1n ln the near f'JtuN and I wiwld be pl eased 

to hear m:a other eollectora II to what J:!D U.J . titles It would be moat tnterutlnc t o 

pron the autbonhlp or. suu eatlona In thU matt er tlOUld bt welcome a, otrrtou,)¥ t 
would prertr to dlaconr the authrlblp or thost U.J'• llkel.J to c:rNte tbe ciost Inter.st 

a.onc.s' otb!r' oou~c.ors. 

LET'S BE (X)JITRO'l=ut ovra SEX'!'()!! BLAKE 

Vor tht put week or two tr;' neaaaent b&.s had a bl& dlSplaJ or pertodlea. 11 -
tu:orou.s, thrlller, . and tht ltte. Upon enqutr, , ht told m that thtY are put out bJ 
an .u:itrlean tl..r'W - on ul t er NUlt'D. • It thq Wirt not on aaU er Ntu:rn .. lihoUld not 

etock tba ,' ht YOlunt.Hrld. 
Alto on bJa counter ,ea a Sllll display or Brttlab pertocUcala . The S t :rt.on Blake 

LltrDrY 'Illa not on, or thm - u tr you dtdn • t know. 
Tht •&alt or rtDJrTJI qam 11 upe.natn to publtsbers , and l t ta undertt4nel&bl • 

that t.ht1 do not t Pour It. ai.t a cQl4)le or aontb.l ot the s .a.L . on sal t or rte.um 



____ ......... -- .......... - ........................... __ , ....... - ............... - ............. _ ......................... ,,. .................................... ~ ... Z:,. 
wou.ld boo•t the ctrculntlon enonx,us1Y . Md pleney or c.aaa l readers woul d beeoo,e 
r-egular s. Surel.Y Jt would be a cheap torm ot Gdvert l sec ent ln the lona run . Don•t 
as ua lldl1' t t t ,ntt oon,. We Just aon•t know. Who•• be tnc careltas? Last aon c.h "' recelnd t be iwo d ltf8Nlrlt COYU'S of u.. 
s . B.L • • but eacb cover oonc.atned the same story - •cult or Dantnea.. . TbU month our 
oopy or • Lotus Loaves ancs LGrcfflY9 11 rou.1ey. 

Recentl.J' we depr eC3ted the non,,,,,o.ppearMCe ,o tnr ot Sexton Blake on te l evts t on. 
Thia t:10nth ' , story • t11..1.n2er Jn Camera• t e lls an lntt' l l(Ul.ng tnie of an un scrupu l ous 
t.eleYlslon producer "10 trlea t o copltal.U e on ,oce or the cases of the fNXlu.a 
Oetecth'e. l t aakea faacl.rnltlna rcacUns. 

Both stor ies on exc ell ent thri l lers th i s conth an:t well worth arwt,od)' t a money, 
bu t one Ultna o.bout ~ ltTltatea ce. Tho.t 1, the _.ltobtna traD one nam to another 
t or me of the mtn character, . He t s EdliRlrd Cart£r - f'.dMln:l carur - Ti nker. - EOilard 
Cart er - Ttnker - &dword Carti;.,r - Edword Cl1l"ter. Wl'!;y tb e heck do the¥ do it ? It he 
mat be &dwnrd Carter, ..-0, uae chl-1.stt an Md IUl'n8Dl8 Gll the tloe? WhY not mflk.e hla 
F.dMl.nl , or C8rt er , or Ted,, or lled? (H.aYen r orb J<U) But U eTl!r7 &dJ,ard C81"'ter Yf3.a 
rep l need with Ted, tho edltor would have room tor at least one QON l etter ln h .ts DaU
ba&. 

In • The Jr;postor- Ca a:>st entert.olnlnc recent story) be was E<lilltln1 C~er nearl.y 
oll th e tl ce . Bett er than the constant r.ltdl l nc trom Carter to Ti nke r and back a, t n 
the two current tales. 

But surelY every reooer th t nka of bl :., aa: Ti nker , ao Wh)r not uae si x b l U or t,ypc 
instead or twel ve? Wouldn't lt r.ilet th e conventtona to Ito.rt with, tor ln.atance , 
1 £dword Carter, tom.JllarlY knoNl as Tinker , entered the rocd - and tben cak e lt T l nlur 
tor the re st of the s tor,7 The •l t.chtnc tro 111 ooe noce to t he ot her ca.ast sure lY be 
UTt t.attna ror old reader s anc1 contus tnc tor new. 

POir« QF VJ P, ( cont'd from pAge 18 ... ) 

or Phtll p Derwent, emept In on e story •n ap •s Broth~. 1 suppose he M'Ot e I t. at the 
request of Pent el ow. I th i nk PentelOllf ,ro t e very &ood stories of Creytrt ar s and St . 
Jim's , and some or t he other alb wri t ers were not so bad . Do you reoet:lber • BlllY 
Bunt er • s LeaBC19 - tha t was &ood , al.ac) the Caatl eton Twin.a series and the • secre t o r 
Drere ~ ln tbe Ciec , both by E. s. Brooks . • 

Charl es Hactlton Cl3de no secret of t.he t nct thnt he roaented sooa or Pente l ow• s 
ac ti ons as editor , bUt we t.blnk l t a>st un ll kely tbat Chnrles Hamil ton "°" In nny sense 
•je nl~ of Pent elow . Per,ona lly we .e t no reason whY Hr. Ha.cllton mou l d be 
expected to us e characte r s which SJ.bst t tut e writers had l ntroducOO Into his stortea. 
In our view l t WU a co l ossal eheek ror attt sub wr t tcr to a tt eni>t to Introduce permnent 
chn.roct'1rs at anoth er mo.n' s schoo l s . t t ls even dOUbttu l ,tie th er C.H. knew enyth t.nc 
about such a character as Delorey . He eont t have bOd wch time tor rencttnc 3tortes by 
subn t tute wri t.er,. 

START SAYING TWO KUNDRED NOW! 200. It' s on th e wa y. Th e 
finest issue of Coll ec t ors ' Di ges t ever pub l is hed . 200. 

r£H:)RIAL El>ITIOO Of •111E AUl'OBlOCRAPHT OF' f1WllC R.l otARDS• - 'JS/- . Packed wit h 
tntores tt nc reaa t nc end auv tasc t nottna picture s , wttb a l ong a1ppl eoan t on Char l es 
Hamtl t.on• s work by Er l e Fnyne . Obtalncble trom 8ffT boo«shop or d i rec t from Coll ector-at 
Dt aeat Ort tc e. The F.dt t.or or c . o . wtll mntl the aut.oblog"8.phY to an)' add.NH i n tb.e 
world . ........... - ........... --,"-''°' ""-' """' ............. ,.,,,_,H_,,.,,,...__ ....... , .......... .,.,..,, ......... .,,. .............. , _ _, .................. ,,.,-. 



~24 

NeetJf'ru/'lt~~ 1~
1?t'tbe J.rden Hotel tor Ulla oeett ~ tlhtch acaln turned out to 

be Ml or enterta trant , t.hou&b acatn m,uy Hll:llltonla.. We atarted orr with one ct 
Jack Corbttt •a trJckY qulzzu . Snentecn it.ca ,roYed a t.rttl e harder than umai md 
\he 8ecrttar7 and Cbatrmn NN j oln t 111'lmerl with anen r t&ht each. Pr l.z.u - ' Modem 
Boyl'. 11adge Corbett won one - No. 216 tn •cuustnc th e ~. .ts pror:illtd t ut "\ 
mnUt, Tan Porter S,l1' to It tho.t th is particular prlr.e boni th e &lDi da1 ~ a>nth aa 
the cee t ln&t thu l a, l~o. 216 ,.r.a &ted aith Hardl, 19}2. i s Tom t ermcl 1t - •an 
am lTerSOr1 ptiptr4 31 )'tara old to<Sey. 

The Colleeto r s ltec to r ton t&ht ,ea the Lond.on Li brari es •Hac.tlt.ontM cuaioeue-. 
lt1cb adclred Md thoaa ClO Md not aieen I t bt tore IDdt a note N aequ l rt~ one or ?.heir 
own. J. U ke tntere" was accordecl t.bt ·~ti Catalogue dtsp lqed by the SecretarJ. 

Jack Belltl e l d reoa ua hU articl e on 1 Snobbff7 tn the Haz:dltcn School .. flblc.h 
appeared tn the auatre.J.tan Golden Hour-a aieaztne No, 6, He gnTe hla 01111 reaaona tor 
hla Yl ews, W olked t or mea>er s• opln t ona. '- good cUscu.a,lon tollONd, 

The pi ece de rHtstcrice or the e"f'enln& ., In the capable hands or Ted Oe.'ftY, 
!MN t s not a DX'1! :io,at u:lmrer or Fl'8llk Rlcbe.rtla Chari. ttd Duq but I was part l cularl.1 
tii,re ssed by ht1 bcnut lldl!J.aston or the palpabl e rar-r etehecl treu:tameu or toClll or the 
CW'ect.era In tbe r.egnct , Geo, uld Soya Fr-lend. · '?'hue Che.meters weni, ot cour,e , the 
~ Bmt er , Coker (a ttm ra-.ourl te or Ted' s) D'.lrc¥, Fl aher t. riai , ll'ld .uonio 
Todd. In hl1 opinion onlJ' Fnr* Rlclm'da could hnn mcie t h! tNM'..tatiness or tbue 
li:i,,oWbl t chaRcter• acceptab l e to h11 n:Odcn . This 1tt t nlll ed t.o hJs 1uxlur and 
rtn.t Encl.Ub. cad e Fnmk Ri chards tbe gNntes t ot all .school rtctton authors . Thia 
eba:irt>ln& tall: kept u.s entrenee(I t tl l the lnternl , a.u1111 Which the Llbr&J7 R4rn l ms 
Mll'l aaatn b¥ the Secrttory - lllCky man lllho ror the second tire runnlrw won (bes ides 
a:n: ot theN Jol.17 • tkl<fern Bo1, ) a Bmte r Book ll'hlch he hea not pos.seslOd. 

H.ARR.T MOOTER Secretl.17'. 

H:>.vlnc e.cqv.!Nd :i.t l«c l an , due to the 1aiuostty or frank WT, n cop7 ot •rourtb 
~ , HalTJ' Brost.er hu now CIXl)l et ed hls colle c ti on or •Ha,:arUI' Jadt Herth atortes , 
t,acetbe r wlth the ruu •w,cu rr.- Saga and the two •Welatend' yern111 - a eood t • erldr:et 
Randolph 1torlea. 1bere onl.1 rem.ins Cba Ry'.l.a - Napl ec.on Rover t oot.ball 7am, to 
acquire . 

NHtlp: !¥ a 7;f.!:i!,!• to .ee once ogsl.n 11n atC,er)dance equ.&1 to tbofl we Mn beea 
'11joytng for a ccns ldeNbla tt cie: we i:illl(!(I U. COCl>/YlY or our two recuJ.oN, Jom 
f"m'nlll and Frank Undn, •ho wtN \llabll to Join ua on tbl1 occu ton. The chllrllln 
cpened the •• U na bf dlalln& wtth a lUhr or point, of clUb and M!Ct lOMl lnt a•H t, 
e.nc, the tteretcu'7 followed •Ull the tl iunclal stateoen t. Then OllDe a l q dlxuas l on 
oo tbe pf'Oblm or book purchaae , which ha.a been presentlnc us with ,ca; d)rt lcult,1 , tn 
Ttew or tbe deplet i on or CU" ll bnu'7' .stoc&. we rtl'ld w , t.he pr i ces &lbd tor tbe old 
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books , even those or no gren~ value , &"'I ro.tber beyond our ltctted ceons . and , u rar 

as we can aee , th cro does not oppear to be er,y easy solution to t he problem. n.ere 
can be no dt.sput lng the tact tha t cne or the co.In attrac tion s or tbe section la the 

llbN.rT , ~ our ale U to provide a aatlstaetor,' one . OUr d\alnrnn has deYoWd a 

ere.at de&l or ttuie ana erto~ tn eoni.actt na possible source• or supply , and we are QC)St 

crotetul to him t or tha trouble he goes to on our behalf. 
J.nd ao to the lt ghte r alc::o or the .venlng , tn the rorm or another • tale-endlnt' 

ccq,ettt l on, this tl oo the work or Pat Lorr ey. A most ort1 t noJ., yet CNd tbl e , Unale 

was subctUed b7 8111 Windsor , and he Nl.a voted a e l enr "Inne r In fac e or keen rtvoJrY, 

J.tter rernstcents MCI the Ubraiy bUStneas, we ect>:u1ted on a aeneral knowledge quit. , 

devised by Bill Wtndeor. This "as not too dlf ft cult , all the contestants obt.olnlna a 

re.spectable ocoro , and the wlm er , Prank Cose, juat OOM.gcd to .:,era.pt hotle tn rront or 

wa iter Prtchnrd , 
Once ae11tn, tt oe ror depart.UN: 81T1Wd all too aoon , and the meet tna ended a littl e 

later than uaial . /1. &ood proCl"(la:JI! hU been 8lT'llnlecl tor th e ne:it ge ~ together , 12th 

Nay, at the 5elCl9 tl oe and venu e , and we m,ttclpote a (\;l}l attencsnnc e . 

Me,ttng held ]}th April• 
OJr Ch:lln:en , cco ttrey Wilde , N1S untOt'tunattlY unabl o t o o.tt end our 1.}th Annual 

General Neetl ng , but Jo.ck WOOO was on h:lnd to deputise ln hit usual abl e t ash l on. 

niree ced>crs J11?re present 1llho hlln been wlUl Ule club s i nce lts I ncep tion - Geny 

Allison , Blll Wtlltooson and HDrT'/ BarlOl'f. 
/,tt er th e usu al monthl.Y bus i ness had been dea lt wi th Geny Allison proceeded to a 

rev i ew or the account, tor t he year ended Ju t Harctl , and it was agreed that these 

lhowed the club t o be In a n ourtshtnc ecndltton , receipts rro m. SJbacrlptlau end 

l ibrary bOtl\ Shofflnc a healthY lncreaa e. tne llbf'81'Y now conatat.a or aYer ),000 books , 

Md It hOa been augc,ented by tht a ttt ot ttw late Harold BU3bY' s collection - a generous 

gesture vtlldl we all sreotl.Y appre ciate . 
Cop te a or the nccoun ts Md aireaay been circu l at ed t o posui.1 merroers, Md J I m 

HepbUrn wrote conc.rotulatln,: ua on a i:iost successtul year ond sug,gestvd that a ll 

o rtl cers be l"C""elect ed en bloc. Thia wu put to the t1eet1na as o. proposition , ,nu 

seconded b)' Nol].y .llllson , and paned unan la:>UslY, so it ts 3 case or th e old fir= 

CWT.Ying onl 
Correspondence dUr l.ng the r::ionth l nclueled o. l e tter tr-om Ben Whttcr congrn tulo.tlng 

Jo<* Wood on bis success with thl s;. Fra.nk• s quit. , and atso u;pressina syci,,athY over 

our loss or tftO aect>ers last con th. 1btre M?re alto l et t er s recardtnc our proposed 

aeetlna wlth our Ner.,eyslde friend$ In H.lnchester , ond tbe date we.s tent.atlvel,y tlx ed 

os 30th June . There t s to be a meeting loter wt th our Midl and fri ends o.t Chesterfield . 

the date tor Whi ch t a not ye t se ttl ed . we are hOpt ng some ot th ee will be able t.o 

ccoe to tune.heater , lt they are able to mke the lourn e7. lt on;y of OUl" London trt ends 

eould also ottenc:I they "ould be Tery wetcom , but we recogn i se the dtt CICUltlea or 

troveu t rc so tor tn the ir CMe. 
There were one or tJfO Interest i ng Item ot news, notablY that •Bt l.ly Bunter4 a 

Beant east t ta !lhortly to be tsaJed In paper bnck t on:a, end Jack WOO<l told. ua or t.he 

l a test hoz'd,,,>Mek Bunter Book , •&11 Chlet BU'ltert . 
we then had a moat l nt.ereatln& cocc,et ltton , deTlaed by J 111 ~e . J. nucoer or 

pqiular cho.racters wer e orrencld l.n p.o.tra , nnd we had to decide which or the two • 

would rather hav e at a party , tht wt Mer being the one whose cho i ce came neareat t o the 

popular vote . When two veey popular characters wore pa i red the choice was coa t 

d lttl cult - Lord H-.il everer and 11Brjorte Hoz.eldene , tor tn at4nce • ard equaJ.l,y ao when 

they were not so popular - Bi lly Bunter and Hor3Ce Cokerl The W'lmer wo.s Frat* Ro.ncoclt. 
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llhon Ult wa.s the onJ.y one to aene emct).y with the popular 'fOta. 
J.tter retNll't:lent1 we bad a Nadine tr'Clc a tte.gnet story . '81111 Bmter'• Bura.lar,' 

ti,' Jack .llltson. Coker play'ed the l etldlrc role 1n this part or the stor,, end J oct • s 
nnderlne or the J>OCl)OUS Hr. Prout• a speech -.. n17 et tectlv e. 

The l a.st I t.en ,ns a eocpet ltl c.n by F'rt.nk Hancock b&,ecS Cll the surna:::>es or Haallton 
achoOlboya , cont.alntna troc thre e to eleYen let t ers, ood Jack Wood IDII'Ced thl 'lflMtr, 
bel rc the only one to eet at l ea.at two tn each croup. lb l s a,s t m3oYabl e c:ieettrc, 
lbs tlr st ot our ne'II' )'filer , ended at 9. 20 p.c. 

, . IWl<XlCl[ Ron. sec. 
Nut cieettna, Sa turday, 11th HQ'. 

~ 

In holtda,J atmaphe re t:ll!Clben &atherod tor the i r A,prll cxiettng on Tb.zr~ 11th . ~ 
Cball"'CIM 81d Seyth opened the proceedtrcs by pauJng llt'Wntl 4 copies or I.he 

ne e~ ROU38 S i.alt Publlc.11tl on •The Record' . Thete blld been sent out b7 w. o. c . 
Lott s nse art t clea th l rln on Bunter , Slake, Nil.son l.ee and J3Ct. , S~& Pete proYlc:ted 
lnt erestln& retldtng o.s well as 'f3.lu.o.ble Gddl tl ons tor U'le lUcicy collectors lffiO secured 
these Item • 

.An aMOUneea: nt Wll$ mcle bf t he SC"eretary concerning the scoop ot the century l!'l!de 
by N.z. collector, Jack tl1rtagb. Hot on the 1eent ot two outstaootrc coll ecttona troQ 
c:teceaaed estates Jilek had t.rac.lt&d one or U,ec <lOCl tn a war 'lltllch even Sext ca Blake 
could not ha.Te bottcrod. And now he t s the proud possessor or socie 1 ,J.IXJ Roel Nacneta, 
earl.)t ce:is, Bl ue 8lld White Kagnets , all tn beootttu.J. condition, u well llS a l ot or 
s.o.u . - boob Jack hldl't •en s i nce he 'Mll a bo¥ and he ts lt tl l tn a stat.I or shock 
at hts stnike or good fortune. ClJr he~ Jest congrotulottons . 

Blake (llthJalasta ll9CN thrllllid to hear trocJos Je Packm.n thnt the ttr st .steps 
b&YB beffl t8ken c.c:.arda a Bexf.On Blake Cau:J.oeue .. atter tl ncu nc ao mcb to tnt erea t 
uai on Ull s lbbJect In the rea.Uy n.ne publ1 c.t1tlon put out tor Che Nelsoo Lee 
entblalasta tu grand to hear that one dill , tn the not too distant ruture, we •Ill have 
ju,t sud\ a catalogue. 

Tte usual Interest ing budget of Inter- state ald onrseaa new "31 read out by the 
.secretary . Jac.k Hughes llf'Ote to expreaa hU ple3.11.JN at hllvlng been ab l e t o Jo in 
raers at their 1".arch ceet t na: a.nCI rroo dOIWI SC1Utb tn Victor ia, Tcc Dobaoo wrl t es to sa.y 
he wtll be Jolnl ne WI In J uly - he h3.s crea t 1Y enjoyed tJli tape rec ord i ngs t f'OC! t.h'I 
London :ind t!Erse.yslde clubs, part lculor].y as he YISlted sou or these folk durln& hi s 
t,-lp to ~l:u>d In 1554. 

The trtEndJ.y •rouaorn-from F'rtnk. Umrln uld Reny Brosiert s nenletter, kept WI up 
to date with ell!b news froc thl a po.rt of the world fl'hJlst Ron Ho4&son brought th e 
latest nents to us !l"OCI the Horthem Club folk. · 

9111 Hubbardts l ett.e.r provided a bails tor sttmJ.atlna d t aicuu t on, pertlculu }1 
his suga:eatlon thtt eff orts be code to revive the Vlctorlen o.s . s.c . Md proC10te the 
fr iendly rl nlrf between clubs Ylhlch ezlsts tet wem Sydney 400. t'lelbQurne. What about 
It you chaps d0"'1 therel Are you Interest ed? 

From closer at heme let t ers tl'cc Bruee Fowler end Artblr Holl and were r e3d 
As the QeCbers Wt're In aic h ti ne tors thei r good perf ormnee tn the quli sent oot 

by Harry ero,u r l:llde llfl tnJQ)'tlbl e tlnl sb to tht ::ieetl ng after the Tre&!W"ir, Em i t 
Carter , had att ended to rtn.mclal mtters . JJ.l acc;ultted ther.sclns crectltab l.y In 
thla •Hau the .luthor' qub ot a. questi ons, but StM Nichol~ w:u an eesy ,rlMCr. 

The u,ua1 hal f• bour' In • re Olde Cotree Shoppe' proYldeel a ttttlng U na.le to a 
gre.M get.-together at itlldl "' met so IIIU'IY ot oor trtencD.y, fellow coll ectors t or Whee 
UJe 'VelCOtJt' a t ta alm.ra out. 8• , an: Seereta17. 
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TMN was an ucel lent a t t.endance a t OolUa Hlll on Sund&¥ . Apr11 2U t, where the 
chairman , 8ob Bl,ytbe , held anotber ot h i• Nd.an Le t p. tber l na a . wUb t..he mp of St . 
fTankl s and It s 1nvlrona tn a prominen t posl tl oc,. Re stated tha t the sa l e of the N.L. 
catalogues had re ached '-he total o r 115 . Furt.be nDOn the Ubr ary wu do tna 1000 
bu.sinus and he had bcu&ht £4 wort h et new iaater l al tor h1s borrow er s . 

Roeer Jenkins repo rt ed that on r t.50 bad been spent on n ew books this year since 
the HamHt.onlan llbre.ry catalocu e had bten printed. TheN are now 1440 Magnets , Ctms 
and s .o . u . t or borTOWtr a to c.hooee troca, tnclUd l.ng a oopy ot No. 1 or each ot the98 
publtc at l ona. 

Harjorte Non-t s • •Des ert. Is l.and Coq>anlon .. were a i:,roper r.ilnd ba& - VenlOO""Gmlth, 
Hand fo rth , Wtbl ey , Loder , Sexton Blak e , Paula Dene , Or. Wa t son llncl Hrs . Bnlln. What 
a &rand repo rt Marjor i e pv e about her selectiona l 

Two exce llent Phtl pot BcttlH read l nas were given by Len PacJcman t roc his tacou a 
bound ..-olume o r Chi ps. Bob BlYthe Nacl trom c.o • .Amual, 1951 •t n the Beglnn t na ,• the 
pre St. Frank • a .sto r tee tn the Nel11e>n Lee Li brary . O<in Web•t er • • Ni ss i n& Li t ten qu iz, 
t ripl e t ie bere , &rte l...aPlrence , Wl n Hred Norss ana Len Pacltman. ChnrU e Wrl&ht' s ~ lz, 
winners Erle Payne and Er le La,rence , all went together to mit e an e~ oyable meet lna. 

Next meetin g at 8111 and Nar3orle NorTH ' place at 71 , Oli ve Road , Crl cklfflOod, 
London, N.W. 2 . •Phone GLA.Ostone 811.,8 . Melltlera tn t.encu na to be pr uen t, k tndl.Y edVtse, 

~ClE 9DUA.!1IN 

fflE HARD COVffl SCHOOL STORY CLASSICS 

By W, J . A, Hubbard 

No, 9 ·w 9PDldEt {Sten• Les U e} 
It seoca: tho.t another more or l ess hnrd and Wt rol e used by the rll"l tc-rs or he.rd 

cover sehOol st ol")' cluslca was to f eature real schoob tn th eir ynrna ror ot th e 
preYlous seven stor i es rev i ewed In tht s s er i es tour t e-Otured rea l schoolS , two ot thee 
under pseUdonym . • The OppldM" • wst th ereror e be added to the list ror lt ts o s t ory 
or Eton, pl'Qb.lb}y the ciost r amous pUbll c school or a ll. 

Eton College ho.a t or l one btien a centre or cot ,tron rsy Nd publi c COCl:lent. 
S ituat ed near th e ol des t and QOSt ramous ot RoyBl NSldences , t owlded Gn<1 ex tenstv e].y 
pa t ron i sed by the Royal Fac tly , It t s tnt ematt onal }Y r oa:iu. o.s o cen t re or educo.tt on 
whi ch ho.s produced a l,Qrge ~r or this count.n' s most t moous oen . l t 11 not 
SJrPrls tng, t he.N tore , that tta opponents have rl ghtlY or W!"'OO&lY attribu ted to the 
schoo l a blue .super lorlt.J which hOa oft en been resented by at.her achoo l s , partlculor).y 
H°"""• 

TheN t s :ictUQl].y a 1'tlal e U brory or books on Eton . Many or the se n.ave deaorlbed 
U t e a.t th e schoo l• wlt.h lt a extroon UMI7 q s tem or e<ruentlon and ciony un ique cuat.oos 
but vary , very rew or t hem have been 'lff'ltt en on school atory lines which ta retl".e r 
Slll"J)rlstna . J have. In t ac t, In Ill)I" aeorch ror t>oou; wort.h.Y or tn cl us t on tn t.hls aerlea 
ot rev iews oniy oooe across two auch atorl ea . One or thee ts the story at present 
unc1er review flllll e tba othe r will, I hope , appear In tb e aeri es ln due cour1t. 

•The Opptd309 wa.a tlr st publlS hoo ln 1922. It ooais hcMever , mal nly "Ith a 
Vlctort an .. Eton . dur lng th e pe rl od ,1899-1903 . .... ..1" t s al ao .a. t.rag ed;y ot acbool .. lU e}OC' It 
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cloaes wi th tht dell.th ot the htro who pert.sbta tn a ti re 111hl ch dutrays hla House. 

In r:tt rtvle w of • the Loom ot Yout.h' I point ed out the tact that the author did not 

hta t i.te to u,e real peopl e , \l'lder the ru tae or p.seuclOnytll , ln bla book. •Thi Oppldan' , 

horner , t..111 or N&l H"tnta •(2) and ectuall.J u,es real people u chareeun: ln tbl 

book under tht lr real mu s. Fer Instance Dr. tcmm WMTI (Ktad:B1ter or Ei.on t881r 
1905), Dr. Homby, tht preYJOJ.I Ht admster and Ulen Provon ot Ee.on, Hr. Chancloa lAlah 

(The Lower r.u t er) , R. A. R. Nlteht ll (The Oames 11&8ttr) and IWl'QN.l other Et.on Nuten 

and t=l)l OJetl a ll pl«J mot't er l t.s, prociotnt parts tn U\e story. QJeen Victoria Olao 

mtea a brief appeannct and IS Nten-ed to ~I te tnfflllnlJ' •ort stqeit . It 11 

Obvlou.s thll t other cbanc t ers are N3.l peopl e, then , a.Un , mcs, r th t d lqul1t or 

pstw::cnytl'l4.ia(3) . 
' the 0pp1car, ll l:nlQUe ln that the 1t1thcr usu a oel.bod or at<>ry tel ll rc tbat was 

practised txtU\SIYel.1 by mch Victorian 1'11'1tcrs u c . A. Henty &I'd o. tw!Ylllt Fem. 

Fer his bock tneludU • ccq,l ete outUne ct th t blstc17 or Eton or w period n:i a 

better dtscrtp ti cn or Uw acbool In Its trMaltlon period troc the doalnance or tbe old 

cJass tcal oat.hods or edueat lcn to a cc.re codem ccrrlculua haa rvely been ..- tt t en. 

ThU ct z:turt ct tact with tt cttcn c:soes not ma,- a fi rst claq book that grtp1 thl reader 

troa be&lm tnc to end. tt-. Shane Lesll e _, ob•loull,J en old tt<:r,1an hl11!8tlt and t 

ai.spect thlt • &000 de&l or hll st.orr ts 1Utoblograptatca1. 
Like other boob ct It s tlP• ' the Oppldlzll does not lacJc. :real ls:: . TbtN ts an 

attack on Ute c:1omnance or athletics t or the here and mat or hi s friends &N •sap.,. 
(the tt<in won1 tor ' "'°t .. ) or tht f irst •ur . Considerable pronlnence ts also &lven 

to the etree t or relt&lon on their nlnds and actions . It ls a mot point Whll:ber 

rtllaton • Uk • poltttc1 , tas any place In tn n a •rea111t lC- achool 1tory. When It 11 

U"'t9tec:I ,1ncere1Y ana t a trl7 es tn th.ls case I can •• li ttle ham tn It belnc lnclUded. 

Tht really dtTOUt boy woul(I appear to be Yef'1 rve at &11)' school , hoRenr , and QI' 

e~ ertenc e 11 tbat deep rel t 1tou1 t eell ng t s a trana l tol")' eia:itl on aoong schoolboys. 

Another tntrtrutng feature t s that the hero'•~ slit.er , llt)OQ ht never 0Nt1 , la 

tndtrectl.7 the ca1M or his death. Yet JO well dotl tr . Leslie wrtte that Che Ml 

c:1,c.eu s as to how Ulla 11 broucht about &N onl7 Nnalld to tht aci.ual reldtt . 

In a lone and ao1t t nter u ttna pre face tht aith:lr CQtltMs the d l trtcultlH or 

tll"ltln& a aeh:lol sto ry 111>re er lea, • true to lit... Ht 1tresse1 that school Ute 11 

on.en so OJll and untnttru t trc and It t s onl,1 with the aid or uau eretton and 

11naat10Mllm that JOI» t ora ot pl ot can bt worted out . Thi run deLalls or hts 'ffl7 

lnteresttrc arcucents camot be ''"" heN bUt they oert.111\ly ai;:,por1. a contention I 

haYe lon& held that the real school story l s one ot the nn:t dlrtlcult typel ot 7arn to 

writ e . Perhaps th3t 11 the reason ~ 1 The Oppldan' , wtth a rui>er ot l ooae ends , 

neftr' had a ,equel . 

•Opptdan' cieans Town boJ' as opposed to • Colleg~ , the ort 1l n&1 tourdatlon 1 t.he 

two ,ecttons into whi ch Et.on ta dlvtooo. 

•(2 } 1 tlre aetuallY oceured at Eton 1n 190J and a bo7 died. Tha J"Nl nmt , 
bo9tftr , hid no come ct ton wl Ul tbt bacJptntncs di ac.n bed t n the bot*. 

•(}) Hr. Qutll1 , tht caces Nast.er n u:«tc:ls R. J.. K. Nltch ell 11 re&Uy c . K. Wells , 

the tSXIUS ~rid&• Untwrstty !fld Hlo:!l esex crtcketer , W'IO wu stil l a taster at 

Et.on at tbe t li:.t • Tbl Oppldln' was writ t en. Tllfo oer:t>ers ot the RoYal F-111 , 

one ot I.bee a Kl,Oolbay ala, plaJ a ~ to U1t ltOl'f Wt t.htlr ctual nea11 '" 

not mnt toned. Thi Incident In whJ.cb CM7 figure ta , I undtntand , pll"ttc t.Jy 

'"''· 
* * * * * * • * * 

* 
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:!{.~ing2:~ 
t he Edit o r's Letter - Bag 

R. J . McCABE (Dundee) : One of the pleasan t things I like abou t 
Danny' s Diary , the read er can pit himself in llaney's pl ace at one time 
and anothe r . Delighted with the Greyfriars Gallery , I hope to see 
maey of th e lesser known faces in the future . Re my search for the 
current S. B. L., al l I can say i s that it would take Sexton Blake to 
find a S. B. L. in thi s town . 

JILL LYNE (Muswell Hill): The cover picture of Tom Redwing was 
magnificent , Please congr atulate the talent ed arti s t who drew this 
ver:y fine portrait of the sailor of the Remove. It needed very 
litt l e imagination to hear the wind whi stling in the ears and feel 
the spray hitting the face as the boat rolled f rom side t o side . 
The artist was able to convey Redwing' s devotion to boats and the sea , 
and this was appreciated a great deal by fans who l'Elllember the old 
stories of Redwing when he was presented as a strong and active 
member of the Greyfriars sce ne and not merely a foil for the Bowlder . 

J . A. WARK (funoon): I recall a se ri es abou t Bob Trav ers , a boy 
boxer , who travelled round the schoo l s and met the champio n junio r 
fighting men in the ring . The series ran in th e Boy' s Friend , and 
must have been writt en jus t after the end of the 1914-1 8 war , The 
toughest figh t engaged in by Travers was against Bob Cherry , Was 
thi s anothe r s eri es from the pen of Frank Richards , or was a substi 
tute writer responsibl e? 

(The series was credited t o Her bert Britton, and a good many years 
back C. D. endeavoured to discover who Herbert Britton was. We were 
unsuccessful then , but he was one of th e substitute writers, - ED,) 

BETTE PATE (Australia) : My award for the mont h (March) goes to 
"Valentine for Meredith" whi ch I greatly enjo yed , I have a snealcy 
feeling t hat I like Meredith more than I dislike him , but of course llQ' 

sof t spo t is for dear Mr. Buddle . Let 's have pl enty more of him . 

·-"'"''H""'"'"""'""'"""""""""'"""""""""""""'"'"""'""""'"''''"'""'"'"''""""""'""""""""'"'"""'"''""""''""""""''"'"'"'""''"'""'ffl!t"-"' 



P:>.gc 30 

JOHN TIIOVELL (Colchester) : I have read with great apprec iation the 
work of Mr. Roger Jenldns in your delightful magazine , and offer him 
sincere congratulations on his excellent articles. I feel confiden t 
that a contribution by Mr. J enldns f eaturing that lovable character , 
Lord Heulevere r , would be welcomed by all readers. What joy and 
anticipation the languid Mouly evoked when he stirred himself from 
the depths of his study amchair , to quietly assist fri end or foe in 
need, or to take efficient Ca!11!131ld of a fo:rm r ebell ion ! Unfortunat ely 
my experience of the schoolboy ear l has been confined to the 1928 
issu es of the Ms8net onwards, and could Hr. Jenldns be persuaded to do 
"a Mauly'' for us, no doubt he would be able to relate, in his capabl e 
manner, some of the earlier episodes featuring one of Charles 
Hllmilton I s most appealing characters . 

RICHARD McCARTHY (Australia): I enjoyed Victor Colby' s article on 
HenrJ St. John Cooper for , as you know, he wrote for th e early 
Champion when it was edi ted by Mr. F. Addington Symooos. 

FRA!IJ( SHAW (Liverpool): I recently came by an E. S. Brooks Union 
Jack yarn of 1930 entitled "Village Vengeance". For one who cared 
but little for anything but school yarns , and now reads no fiction at 
all of this kind , it was first-class . Brooks could invent , and 
writes well and interestingly , though there arc too maey cliches and 
the ending is too neat . What an opening , though ! Waldo is there , 
and lets hi.tlself be lynch ed by the villngers (and then revives himself), 
and al together i s a Wonder Mnn. No woooer old readers still recall 
him . I should think this is a better Blake than the current one, 
nnd Tinker is very h\DDM. 

JOHN UPION (Southend): I ·,om.er if you can threw any light on the 
following par from the ~y Telegraph : "45 years ago thero wero 
vague plans to p.1t Bunter into film s . The turr ets and tuckshop of 
Greyfriars never materialised at Elstree" . That takes us back to 
1915-17 , when Elstr ee was barely established as a film centre . Is 
the par true, and, if so , which co::npe.ny was int erested? It occurs t o 
me that Granger's made a film version of "Fifth Fom at St . Dominic' s" 
in 1921, with Ralp, Forbes . !las this film ever been mentioned in 
C,D'I 

(Ono can fi nd reference to a possible Greyfriars film, i n editor 
Hinton ' s chats early in the first world war . But Hinton ' s editorials 
were so unreliab l e and l.JnaeiMtivo that it would be risky to accept 
that any such project raally existed . In tho thirties , edit or Do-.rn 
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reforred to a similar project, and bere we are on much sounder ground. 
'lho silent fillll of "Pifth Fom at St. Dcminic' s• has been touched upon 
in th o D1geet in tho paat. - ID.) · 

Y, Ho CLOOOB (Sale)! Die Anmal. sema to :laprovo eadi year. One 
can so easily talcs the D1geet for granted, but a seoond •s tbousht 
brings bcao to one th o 'Oare, tlloulht, and hard woli< that goes to mako 
tbe excollonco of our magazioo. Its arrival each month is eagerly 
await ed. 

LARRY MORLJI (Banwsll)i I wonder if Dr. Beeching is going to cloee 
down Friardal e and Courtf:leld stations. If tbe railways have maey 
paaaengers liko funter, no wonder they l oeo money. 

RQBIIT llIDlON (GlllSBOW)• I . am enjoying Collectors• lli8ost as much 
as ctVer. Mr. Buddle and. Daney are outstanding and OYorwbel.m1.ngly 
nostalgic. 

TWX BBI)jOODE (Wbotstone): lWJ.y f or Buddlol .lnotber Slad o hit 
for Coll ectors I Digest. Vben I was young I wanted to go to Greyt'riarl! 
and j oin Cbiolch and H.v. & Co. !low in '11111 s econd youth I desire, just 
as strongly, to enter Slade to be with Buddle mid llereditho Koep up 
th e good worli: and. l et's havo 1111D,f III01'8 Slado yarns in future Di8est&o 

LO'J.'OS I&VES .&ml LARCEliI 
S.B.L. llo1 521 l'hil1p Qlwpibfm 

'!'be stoi:r of a •tawny-skinned · persaon of Siamese J>SCli8ree" 
named llillie - rat-catcher utraordinary to the fim of Sexton Blake. 
Invee~tiona1 of ber adventures in a Chinese oolaw in Ma1:fair, of 
curioai t;y vhich almoet killed the cat1 and of ber 1'9'191'69 Oil her 
enemies. 

A witty, cl899rly written story of Dll'der and an inpniou.a 
method of robbery without violence or evidence of theft. 

As usual, llr. Chambers has g1...,.. us good value for our mansy :
ucitcaent, drama, and aome excellent character studiee. 

'ftlis is a JIO'l9l which should please all Blake enthuaiaats. 
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WI .lp Ballipnr 
llr. llerbert 

Wand'• efforts to 
88CUl'<l Sexton 
Bl.like'• interest in 
and financial 
support tor a 
series of T,V. 
film featuring 
tho Adventures at 
Sexton Blake, 
se.sd doomed to 
failure - W1til 
mrder joined tho 
Ctsp8111 with a 
loud noiee and a 

startling blue naah. J'lUl that -t omruda Sexton Blake vaa 
intensely interested in the til.-1<era, especially in llr. Yand'a 
unsavoury paat and equally unpleasant present. 

Mr. Wand, be loamed, b.sd been responaible tor the 11Cet abymal 
failure in th e history of' tu-.oldDg; would do 811,Ything tar -YI 
and b.sd even leaa respect tor human lif'e than he b.sd tar the tibi 
medi\lDI, 

Had ha committed murder to sabotsp his own aeries and cl.ah 
1.naurance benef'i ts · or should be have been the Tictim? Yaa this 
murder by design or by accident? 

llr. Ballinger's s:i:cellent story introducea ue to a crowd of 
suspects, all with strong motives tor murdering Wand, before Blake 
t1nally unmasks the real victim. 

(Review by C, D. Correspondent, 
• IU.RGARET COCD) .... ..:::.. .... ..... 

200 - - A MILISTONI! IN COLLIClORS I DIGEST HISTORY - - TWO HUNDRED • 

WATat FOR IT? - - 200 - WAIT FOi IT? - - • 200 - - • 

Edtt.ld bJ II-So ,.,,.., EZc•tator Hcutt, oron koed, Surbltoa, 9urNJ'. 
OUpUcat.ld by Tort Dupltca.itnc S~Jce,, 1211 The 8hllbl11 1 Tork. 


